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By Nuraina Samad

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues.
— Chinese Premier Li
Peng today gave an assur-

ance that his country will
not use the Chinese com-
munity in Southeast Asia to
‘promote its own interests.

‘He gave the assupance
during talks wit atuk
Seri a-

mad at the Prime Min-
ster's office here.

Foreign Ministry deputy
secretary-general Datuk
Abdul Majid Mohamad
said this in a Press briefing
after both leaders held two
separate meetings.

Dr Mahathir and Mr Li
met before proceeding to
lead their delegations in
talks which mainly focused
on improving trade rela-.
tions.

Mr Li arrived here yes-
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v térday with a 49-member

delegation on a four-day of-
ficial goodwill visit at the
invitation of Dr Mahathir.

In talks, which both
leaders described as frank,
very useful and wide-rang-
ing, Mr Li expressed the
hope that Malaysians of
Chinese origin would con-
tinue to be good citizens
and contribute to the deve-
lopment of the country.

He said ethnic Chinese in
the region who still had not
acquired citizenship
should respect the laws of
the countries where they
were residing.

Dr Mahathir had earlier
told Mr Li that the Chinese
community in Malaysia

had contributed to the -

economic development and
political process of the

_ country.
He told his visiting coun-.
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Chinese were citizens with”
full rights.
Dr Mahathir alsotold Mr

Li that Malaysia, in its ef- -

forts to further enhance
ties with China, had eased
travel restrictions to the
republic. ,

He said this followed the
end of military insurrec-
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tion by the Malayan Com-
munist Party (MCP)
against the Government.
Mr Li, reflecting on
China's right previously to
party-to-party support of
the ‘defunct MCP, said the
relations betwen the MCP
and the Chinese Commun-
ist Party should not have
been an obstacle to estab-
lishing closer relations be-

tween the two countries.
He also said China was
modernising its defence

Aorces but gave an assur-

ance that consonant with
the republic’s principle of
peaceful co-existence, this
would not be used to
further its foreign policy
objectives.

Mr Li also described as -

constructive the sug-
gestion by Dr Mahathir
that countries in East Asia
co-operate closely in trade
in the face of increasing
protectionism by Western
countries.

He said both countries
could continue to explare
and further discuss the
proposal. -

Dr Mahathir had spoken
of the need for East Asian
countries to have a united
stand in international ne-
gotiations to ensure they
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were strong.

The Chinese Premier
also touched on the. ques-
tion of Malaysia's trade re-
lations with Talwan which
he said China did not op-
pose.

Talks between the Chin-
ese and Malaysian delega-
tions centred on trade and
international politics.

China and Malaysia ex-

pressed a similar stand on
the Gulf crisis and the
Cambodian conflict.
. On Cambodia, it was
agreed that the only prob-
lem was for the Supreme
National Council to be in-
augurated with Prince Si-
hanouk as chairman.

Both agreed that the
Cambodian factions must
show flexibility and a rea-
listic approach towards re-
solving the problem.
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