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THE Prime Minister, the 
1991 Budget aa the best one ever for the 
Bakyat, has called on all Malaysians to 
respond positively by striving harder for 
the continued progress of the nation in 
the 1990s. 

“I have sat through many budgets and, 
to my mind, this has been the best Bud- 
get for the rakyat. It’s going to make 

ling of the 1991 Budget in Parliament 
yesterday. 

He attributed the Government’s abi- 
lity to give out the various concessions in 
the 1991 Budget to the country’s strong 
economic growth and to a stable gov- 

nth Budget, Finance Minis- 
aduka Daim Zainuddin pro- 

posed a l-5 per cent reduction in per- 
sonal income tax, higher tax reliefs for 
wife and children,. tax reliefs for EPF 
contribution and insurance premium, an 
increase in expenditure for public sector 
emoluments, a $500 million allocation to 

the Pensions Fund and better incentives 
to encourage training of staff, among 
other things. 

f 

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir said in view 
of these incentives, he quite agreed that 
the Budget is a tribute to the workers. 

“But I’d prefer not .to single out any 
group be-cause the country will need all 
the help to maintain the strong economic 
growth .and the stable government. 
Withouf strong growth and stability, the 
Government would not have been able to 
lower the taxes and provide the incen- 
tiVl3.” 

There is need for workers, however, to 
continue aiming for higher productivity 
levels as this is vital to the nation’s com- 
petitiveness in the world markets. 

He said as highlighted in the strategies 
for the 1991 Budget., the only way the 
Government can increase revenue with- 
out raising taxes is through higher pro- 
ductivity. 
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“If our industries can achieve 
high rates of productivity, they 
will become more compet’ltive ii~ 
internatihnal markets. As’a re- 
sult, revenues will increase with 
more exports. ThUs, without hav- 
ing to increase taxes the Gov- 
ernment still has the means to ,w 
finance its operations and the de 
velopment expenditure.” 

The Prime Minister said he is 
happy also that the ruling coali- 
tion had not needed the help of 
the 1991 Budget to win the recent 
general election. 

“It proves that the BN does not 
make use of budgets to win elec- 
tions, despite time allegations 
that this was an election budeet. 
It also proves that this 6% 
ernment keeps its promises - 
we did not make any change in 
the Budget even after we’ve won 
the eleciion,” he said. 

Datuk Paduka Daim had rei- 
terated when presenting the 
Budget that it was the same Bud- 
get he would have tabled on Oc- 
tober 25. The tabling of the Bud- 
get had been deferred due to the 
general election on October 20 
and 21. 

Datuk Seri Dr hIahathir said 
he could not help, however, beiig 
sceptical of the way some people 
would view the Budget. 

“Today, the Budget will make 
many people happy. But I can’t 
help anticipating that bv tomor- 
roti some &did analjlsts will 
start drawing their own conclu- 
sions of the Budget, which will 
drive some people to believe that 
it’s not that fair a budget after 
all; in a week, they will say 
there’s very little good in the 
Budget; and in a month, someone 
will say the Budget is unfair.” 
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