
Mara 
uncky 

loans 
t FROM PAGE ONE 

:ra businessmen in future 
1 prevent the recurrence 
f similar problems. 
“It will also award con- 

racts or issue licences or 
ther assistance only to 
hose Bumiputera busin- 
ssmen who can handle 
hem.” 
Dr Mahathir stressed 

hat the Government would 
ontinue to pursue its ob- 
ective to raise the Bumi- 
tuteras’ share in the na- 
ional economy. 
He urged Bumiputera bu- 

inessmen to learn from 
heir follies and improve 
heif management skills. 

“The Government has 
loted that some Bumipu- 
era businessmen are weak 
n management and un- 
rustworthy. 

“An example of un- 
rustworthiness is the 
rractice of some Bumlpu- 
eras selling their names to 
!nable others to subscribe 
o shares of companies.” 

Dr Mahathir said that 
.his was a serious weak. 
less which should be over 
:ome if they hoped to suc- 
:eed in business. 

On their management 
aeaknesses, he said many 
Iad squandered their 
bnds, resulting in the fai- 
.ure of their businesses. 

He also criticised Mara 
tar not collecting the 
money given out as loans to 
Bumiputeras as it encour- 
aged them not to settle . . . 
meir loans. 

Dr Mahathir said that if 
Bumiputeras had fully 
used the aid given to theni. 
they would have achieved 
more than the 30 per cent 
target of the New Econo- 
mic Policy. 

He said they had so far 
achieved only 20 per cent. 

Earlier, chamber presi- 
dent Dr Nawawi Mat Awin 
said the Malaysian econ- 
omy would .be brighter if 
not for th Gulf crisis. 

He ed Asean coun- 
tries # support the call, by 
Dr Mahathir to form a 
trading block which could 
become a base for them to 
negotiate with other econo- 
mic groupings such as the 
European Economic Corn- 
mimity and the proposed 
group involving the United 
States and other nations on 
the American continent. 

Only able Bum#pteras 
to get liiY$8 !%ntract~ 

dav%overnmeut 
will from now on study the 

general meeting held at the 
Muda Agricultural Deve- 

capabilities of Bumiputera lopment Authority (Mada) vities, jeopardising the Go- 
businessmen before award- complex. vernment’s intention to 
ing large contracts or issu- boost their business activi- 
ing permits to them as He said that in the past ties, he said. 
many have failed to man- the Government had 

awarded large contracts 
“The Government will 

age their businesses well. 
and issued many licences 

provide management and 

Some had even shown 
that they were un- 
trustworthy, he said at the 
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