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RRNGT , Jan 7 ,! Rertbma) -- Prime Minister Datuk_~ .&ri. D_r Mahathir Mohamali 
today told hankfi to he more adventurous an $ --s&p up their efforts to help 
n&w enterpri ses get off the ground.. 

He said emerging small and medium size enterprises should be given the 
opportlrtli ty to start up and to grow. 

+Thc~y represent vital links in the economic backbone of the country,+ 
he %;airl when launching a trainJ.ng.programme on +Project Appraisal and Risk 
Arlalysi s Management+ for bankers at the Petronas Management Training 
Tnsti trite here. 

Sixty-two managers from 49 organisations, including from several Asean 
rxc~n~r’ies, are attending the three-week progranxne organised by the Harvard . 
C 1 I 11:) f:: f Ma 1 ays i a , Harvard Institute of International Development (HIID) and 
Tns? i t (It. Rank-Rank Malaysia. _ 

Patirk Seri IW Mahathir said bankers should always be prepared to tgo 
the extra mile+ t-n achieve an amiably and mutually beneficial solution to 
p;^ojects placed before them. 

FOI-eclos~ure or bankruptcy proceedings, like a w@r, he said, could never 
be the hest sollltion for both parties, and could at times be even 
rlestrrlctive t.o the economy as a’whole. -- more 

TI-IF! Pl.ima Minister said if bankers were to have their own way, nothing 
new UKNI~CI enter the business scene and the economy would stagnate or even 
regress becallse hankers were conservative people although they usually 
descri.hecl their attitude as prudent. 

r)rS he FJut i t : +They tend to be wary and unsupportive of new things+. 
natIlk Ssri Dr Mahathir’said they was a need for the bankers to be more 

adventurous and to provide a venture Capital for selected projects. 
.He urged the banking corrununity to conStantly upgrade its appraisal 

ski1 Is and management techniques in loan rehabilitation and in the 
management of corporate tr.rrnaround in ‘particular. 

The successful turnaround of stalled projects would help conserve the 
nat ion ’ s schrce pocJ1 of entrepreneurs, restore productive capacity and in 
the final analysis help economic growth. 

He said C?ffcJrts should also be directed at promoting new industries, 
particularly those with jnnovative and new ideas. -- more 
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The .government he sa!d, had set ‘&Side $250 mdlliok-under the New 
Enterprenerlrs Found to .provids lo~+c&t financing+ ,&$rtunities to the new 
brew! of indigsmrrs entre reneurs. 
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the scheme ,,to finance’127 new projects,+., he added. 
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l%t~!k Stir1 lY Mcihathi r sal cl whth the present economic upswing, there 
+..hr~111~1 \.w t-10 .shi~rta~e of fertile’,ground for new ventures. 

+U;‘hat i+ ne+xltid a,re hankers who ‘have the foresight and vision as well 
as tI-12 sk’i 11s to t.ake t,he risk and n!lrture budding ent,repreneurs from the 
craddle, + 1162 fiicli1ed. e 

The Prims Minister. sai:d the sl,ow utilisation of the fund reflects a 
5.!-,n:. t ?&. !-If i-hds new breRd of bankers rather than the lack of budding 
~ntl*e.preneurS. 

thst it be tbot@~t that ‘k sure recipe for success depends’solely on 
professiorjal ski Il.: + and techntcal competence, T should emphasise that’ thast 
ar& but ~~ecass;~r’y Inyr+lients ‘and on their own, there were not sufficient,. 
he’ said. ‘\ 

He stressed the need for honesty and integrity in Malaysian bankers. 
+The frl.li t of c)Ilr labours ta sustai.ning economic growth in the past 

thres decarle~ wci~rld come to naught if there is a widespread absence of 
these;. fine h~,rm;ir~ q~ral’l t:i&F in &tr bankers, businessmen and the people as a 
whole,+ ‘he s;r%Icl. -- I’&re ‘a 
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7‘1 I c; Prirnt? hlir,iSter said managers of ftnancial institutions in 

l,;lrt i c111tir’, AS mobi 1 i sers and custodians of public savings and the channel 
t 0 pr C-II: i (-I(>; t hr: nil for the wheels of the nation’s economy, were c:SpeCted to 
disp~;‘~y the, hiyh~st integrity and sense of honesty in their endeavours. 

r)atl~k Scj:r‘i nr Mahathir said that morals were an integral part of 
I-!!!< i I-i$.SS. .’ 

+i t sholrld not tx accepted that honesty is essentially a moral choice, 
:!I(-! ~,lli~r41~ and h~lsiness do not mix,+ he‘said. 

He sai(I t-hat those who engage in fair dealing would prosper. 
r:l t imat-cj.1 y , he said, the caring society which the government was trying 

t l-1 ;fc:G;t tir UG=IS anti where businessmen and entrepreneurs choose virtue and 
hone. S t 5: , bec~usc? + we want to believe in ourselves and want others to 
respect and he.1 i eve in us+ .-- Bernama 
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