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RL’AIA LuMPC.33 Jan 11 (Rernama - Asian countries on the Pacific Rim 

uhich .have the’potcntial .to co1 ectively provide a dynamic core of gro&h, 1 
should explore ways of strengthening regional co-operation, Prime Minister 

ri Wthir MohamRd said tonight. 
+InitiaSly qt least’ we ahould learn to consult each other and speak 

with one vaica when negotititing with the Eurbpean and American blocs,+ he 
snid at B state banqrlet for visiting Singapore Premier Goh Chok Tong. 

Enclk Goh arrived today for a three-day visit, his first since assuming 
offic:e last November. 

Dr1 t Ilk s6?r i, Dr Mahathir who recently’called for the settirg up of an 
East AF.=.~R~ Econnmic grouping saicj while the w,orld was witnessing an . 
l:ny:rE(::%;‘!EtltP.(~ tlnity among ;the conunuriity of nations In t.he political arena, 
+\t:Ifc:r-ttmnt-cly FI reverse trend threat?ns to develop in the multilataral 
t r**37:i n*- system; with the establishment bf trading blocs.+ 

As. s,:::: I, !-I;! said the Asian countri,es should look int,o way& of e’nhancing 
1 . ( , 7 :-’ &:! . s, :::x:;?~ t he;nssl v&s in order to bllild up. t.heir markets and make them 
Ftf t:‘.CS::t ‘, L-2 t:: thr! ErIropean and American trading blocs. - m&-p. 
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+That u’ay wp. will he able to have more bargaining power and he ‘in a 
?x?tter positii>n when negotiating for freer flow of .goods amQng all 
n~~tiofi.~~,+ nwtrlk Se.ri Dr Mahathir said. 

Saying that they woul&not be abandoning multilateralism he said: +Tn 
:‘lr:ier to SHL’~? int111 1 lato.ralism we must stand up to trading blobs which have 
3 1 rf?nc-!y been f(>r’med and are working against free trade. t 

tTh&? r:h::i ::c: i s rmt for us to make. 
7zt hI?r5 . t 

Tt has already heen made for us hy 

t T f !Zi? I‘!(> n!jt knw how to act or are afraid to do .so because of labsis e 
u:hi (:!I rwiy t-~: at t AC.~C?~ to us, 

t!J;'i;! r@hl 1 L 

we ar.e surely. going to, lose. t 
di> net understand why it is proper for some countries to 

_ ‘ime , . . t “3C t hsr 
I-... . .-,r.I’ : 7‘ . 

ard protect themselves while others may not do so, t Datuk 
‘.h!.::i t 11 i r ,ac!(-!~,d . * 

1: .’ ;;, .i.; 
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%:ipr~.~~~(l the hope th,?t Singapore, would keep an open mind on 
‘.I?; ayg,j ;7:; proposal for closer economic co-operation Involv‘ing the 

1’3.: i f i .: %2r!;:t:(x*:*r-! 0f ,Isi a. 
Cl7n t !c?s hetwc-?;;.n the two cnllntries, 

t I I 1 : ! 1 ’ 164 y i 6:‘~’ 
Datuk Seri Ilr Mahathir said Malaysia 

i rllpc;l’t .jl:r:S 
timt its relations with its closest neighhour were of utmost 

:Ic!I~&? 1 r!!slIW.:l t 
and u:r’:l114 always give.close and constant, attention’to the 

:-lf @x-l relations between their two countries. -- more 
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Noting that t!lcr! Ast?an wonomic manisters had bw!n discttssing the idea 
r:? i>+,.-?r‘ rAg?i c;nal economi c co’operat i on for soJne t i me a 1 t bough they had yet 

to f i rid the rrwchani sJn to hr i ng 1 t about , 
! 2ader ’ s pr'cposa 1 

Encik Gab said the Malaysian 
+uA 11 give this unrk greater impetus. t 

tAn:J WA C:~JI ht?t tzr safeguard btu- t nterest s in case. the GATT talks fn i 1 
t (1 r’m,c:h A satisfactory mnclrmion,+ he added. 

Enclk Goh said both Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir and his.predecessor, I?ncik 
LAS Kuan Yew, 
cortntri 65, 

had brlilt a solid framework of co-operation between t.heIr two 

I;f’iJlt in 
citing the Water and Gas agreements signed racsnt!y as a high 

their relations. 
tT am fortlJnat2 to take overcfrom Mr Lee Kuan Yew this haDDv state of . - _ 

build on it.+ 1 

oci-.asional differences as any two very 
world would have. Rut, he said, they had 
than most. others, and their relationship 
their differences or at least keeping them 

he wanted to develop as m&y areas of 
:::-w>psrat ion as possi hlc. with Malaysia. 
-- R(wnaJna . 
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