Dr M: We look, forward to
closer ties with Singapore

By Robert Goh—

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. —
Malaysia looks forward to
closer co-operation with
Singapore regardless of
which country benefited
more from the relation-
ship, Datuk Seri Dr Ma-
hathir Mohamad said to-

The Prime Minister said
co-operation between the
two countries should be
mutually beneficial but
Malaysia was not going to
make an evaluation of who
would get more or who
would get less from such
co-operation.

“What is important for us
is to get the maximum we
can out of any co-operation.

“If by other people's esti-
mation Singapore would
get more, that is none of
our business. We are not in-

terested inthat and we
won’t be envious of what
Singapore gets.”

Dr Mahathir was speak-
ing to reporters after
paying a farewzll call on
Singapore Prime Minister
Goh Chok Tong, who had
arrived on Friday with his
wife and a 21-member
delegation for a three-day
official visit.

This was his first visit as
Prime Minister since he
took over from Mr Lee
Kuan Yew late last year.

Dr Mahathir said he
looked forward to working
with Mr Goh, and wel-
comed his statement that
he and his colleagues had
no “emotional baggage” to
carry, referring to the se-
paration of the republic
from Malaysia in 1965.

“Of course I get along

fine with Mr Lee also but
there are some other peo-
ple who still have memor-
ies of the past.

“But Mr Goh is not bur-
dened by such problems, so
I should imagine that it
would be be easier for us to
work together.”

On Singapore's support
for Malaysia's proposal of
an East Asian economic ar-
rangement, he said:

“We welcome this. I am
glad that Mr Goh comple-
tely understands this con-
cept.

“There are now many
protectionist barriers, and
if we don’t work together,
we are going to get knocked
down one by one.”

Regarding Mr Goh's con-
cept of a “crescent of pro-
sperity” for the region co-
vering South Korea, the

Chinese coast, Indochina
and Asean in the next cen-
tury, Dr Mahathir said:

“I think it is no different
from what we have (in
mind for the East Asian
economic grouping). We
agree almost 100 per cent
with the concept of an East
Asian economic grouping;
one where we have com-
mon interests and where
we can speak with one
voice.”

At a Press conference
earlier, Mr Goh said that
Dr Mahathir had briefed
him on Thailand's proposal
for a growth triangle in the
south of the country, and
that Malaysia saw pro-
spects for co-operation
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with Thailand in this pro-
ject.

“It is up to Malaysia and
Thailand to see how they
might benefit from the pro-
ject. If Malaysia sees bene-
fits for herself in the pro-
Ject, proceed,” he said.

“It may hurt Singapore,
it may benefit Singapore.
Whatever it is, Singapore
will compete.”

On his visit this morning
to the Malaysian Agricul-
ture Park in Shah Alam,
Mr Goh said he had sug-
gested to Agriculture
Minister Datuk Seri Sanusi
Junid and he was receptive
to the proposal that if hos-
tel facilities were availa-
ble, Singapore could con-
sider sending students
there for their camping ho-
lidays.
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