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-- Dat-uk Seri IIr Mahal hdr Mohnmad 1 oday 

f i i' i i I fi 
#! S:alaysia’s as$isl-ante to develop Vi’etnam, par!-iculayly in I.he 

of pet roletIm, mjning, planlation and forestry. 
‘f!-IQ Primf? Minisl.c?r also declared Malaysia’s willingness to invesl. in 

financial sc?rvic:c:s and to revive its special scheme lo develop Vietnam’s 
: IIt- t ,I’!_ i n(Ii~sl r-y whi ch stopped a rtet- the Camborli an war erupbed. 

011~11ing ihc? World Rank’s l%velopmenl Slralegy Symposium here, he said 
I-r-,3 I x~!r?lavsia was willing to share its experl-ise and know-how with Vie!-nnm. 

l‘hr~ t wc~~cf;-3~ sympos i \Im, specifically organised hy Ihe bank lo assist 
Vi ctl-nsm in i I s c-levr?l opment programmes, 
Snrr 1 ‘5 linr‘r~a ai~t-i Vi r-71 nam. 

is attended by Malaysia, Indonesia, 

I ,t Vi PI namcsc? cipl egat ion was led by the Fi rsl Vi cc? Chairman elf i t s 
.r,ll;Ic.i 1 of Minis1 et-s, Encik Vo Van KieI-: 

Da111k %?ri I%- Mahalhir said that an increased economy for Vietnam wor~ld 
:1;.)1 r~nly (-nnl ritx~le I-o a prosperou’s Vietnam b111: would also txnefi.1. the 
u;lx?l R of So111 heasl Asia as we1 1 as the world. 

+Thn trend tc?wards increasing economic liheralisai-ion of Vietnam is 
par1 ir.Illarly significanl to us, as we are all close neighhorrrs;+ he added. 
-- more 

natilk Seri IIr Mahath1.r said that although Malaysia ‘had diplomal:ic 
rblat ions with Vietnam, economic and trade re.lat ions belween I-he two 
coiintries was small . Tts annrlal trade with Vie1:namronl.y amouni:ed, to about 
IK$?iO mill ion, he added. 

. 

This, he said, resulted from the poor contact and difference in 
parccpl.inns (>f each other’s systems and pot il:.ical interests i.n the recenl. 
past. 

!I( ,‘:r?ver , l.he Prims Minister said t-hat better trading contact-s and more 
visits hy Vietnamese officials to Malaysia of late had redticed 
misrtnderst andings and increased trade and jnvestments between the two 

n;t1111; Serl Dr Mahathir also salld that 
the: tdol moi+ or process of renovation 
had achieved measurable success. 

He hoped i-hat: Vietnam would continue 
develop Its economy. -- more, 
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Malaysia was pleased to note that 
in Vietnam, which began since 1986, 

wit.h its efforts to liberalise and 

‘Datuk Seri l3r Mahathir also reiI:era-tad the need to establish an East 
1 Asian Economic Grouping, which Malaysia was promo1 ing, to -counter trade 

protectionism by the European and American blocs. 
He slressed Ihat Ihe detrjmenlal effects of protectjonisl policies 

could he minimise if East Asian countries could speak with one voice on 
i SSCIRS of common concern. 

+Singly, we wi 11 have no hope of arguing our case,+ he satd. 
Urging Vietnam 1.0 seriously study Malaysia’s proposal, he said 

discllssions on ihe matter could he held later. 
Speaking l-n rcporl:ers about 1:he proposed grouping,- Dai.l.lk Set-i @ 

Mnhalhir said: +We will wan1 to meet everybody in East Asia (on t-he 
ma I.-l-c?r ) , not jusl Viel:nam. + 
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,) 1 SCI sai cl I hat 1 he Rrllnei Government had responded +posi t i vel y+ to 
[,roI)osal dllring discussions with Tnternal.ional Trade and Tndrlsl-r-y 

&Ii tli st er, Dal rlk Seri Rafidah AzIz. -- Rernama 
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