PM gives development order

Kampung
Baru to

go modern

By JEFFREY RAMAYAH

KUALA LUMPUR,
Sat. — The Prime Min-
ister has directed City
Hall to develop Kam-
pung Baru, which in its
present state has been
described as an anach-
ronism of the capital
city, into a modern and
comprehensive “city
village”.

In view of the poor condi-
tions in the enclave created
by the colonial administra-
tion, he proposed that a sec-
tion of Kampung Baru be
developed immediately into
an arca with modern com-
mercial and residential
facilities.

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mo-
hamad issued the directive to
Datuk Bandar Tan Sri Elyas
Omar and other City Hall offi-
cials today after a two-hour
early meo¢ning visit to Kam-
pung Baru.

Asked by reporters, after he
was briefed by City Hall offi-
cials, about the purpose of his
visit, the Prime Minister said
he wanted to see for himself the
condition of Kampung Baru.

Dr Mahathir, who said he un-
dertook the visit in his capacity
as chairman of the Kampung

Baru rehabilitation committee
which was formed by the Gov-
ernment recently, said he was
dissatisfied with conditions in
the area.

He said if the people of Kam-
pung Baru were happy with the
development in the area, then
there was no need for the Gov-
ernment to develop it further.

The Prime Minister toured
the Sunday market, one of
Kampung Baru’s famous sites
where weekend petty traders
sell an assortment of fresh
vegetables, Malay cakes and
other household items.

Unhealthy

He also visited various con-
struction sites, the drainage
system and flood control net-
work. Kampung Baru is locat-
ed in the Titiwangsa Parlia-
mentary constituency covering
an area of about 100 hectares
with a population of about
40,000.

During the visit, he was ac-
companied by Tan Sri Elyas,
Deputy Minister in the Prime
Minister's Department Datuk
Suleiman Mohamed, who is
MP for Titiwangsa, Chief Sec-
retary to the Government Tan
Sri Ahmad Sarji Hamid and the
director-general of City Hall,
Datuk Haji Noordin Abdul
Razak.

Speaking to newsmen later.
Tan Sri Elyas said Dr Ma-
hathir expressed dissatisfac-

tion at the living conditions of
the Malays ir “Zampung Baru.

He said Dr Mahathir wanted
a section of Kampung Ba:t to
be developed without delay.
The proposed area shouid have
a mixture of modern commer-
cial and residential facilities.

Tan Sri Elyas said: “Upon re-
ceiving this directdve, we shall
expedite our land use plan for
the area and carry out an or-
ganised development
programme.”

Tan Sri Elyas, elaborating cn
the visit, said Dr Mahathir ob-
served that the drains and
roads were too close i houses
and that the development was
not done preperly.

The Datuk Bandar said: “Dr
Mahathir said development
must be carried out in an order-
ly manner to ensure that the
Malays could afford to live in
the modern and comprehen
sive area.

“We will build modern com-
mercial buildings which the
Malays can rent out to non-Ma-
lays or to the private sector if
they do not want to operate the
premises themselves.”

Tan Sri Elyas said the Ma-
lays would own the buildings.

He said the Prime Minister
was also unhappy with the un-
healthy conditions in the area.

Tan Sri Elyas said City Hall
would take a serious view of the
Prime Minister's observations
and take immediate corrective
measures.
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