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( EMBARGO: FOR RFLEASF AFTER 10pm, FEB 18) GD
1

RUALA [1MPUIR, Fob ]gr (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad said
tonight univorq{fy q?d@f and students should treat politics only as a
side-1ine although many may think they are as qualified as anybody else to
mAanage the palitice nf the nation.

They conld came out and contest in the field of politics {f they wanted
te, he aaid, : .

+Rit i F vear Bay T have to remain a university ataff in order ta earn an
income, At the same time T want to direct how the contry shonld be riun,
then T think ‘that wonld he comething that is quite nnaccceptable+, he said
in an interylew over RTM'Q +Cnnwavaaf‘ﬂn with Thp'Pr?mp Minister+ proagramme

roniaht ‘

The Primé Miniater was anqurinq a queatinn on apparonf1v dpr11ninq
standard of 1ncal universities:salid to he haecause staff were,among other
things, unhappy over the Univarsitdes Act or working cnnd1t1one _

He said the Universities and University Colleges Act ‘had nothinq to do
with academic skills and it was not a burden.

In fact it should contribute because then people would be able tn fOCUq

on learning rather than extra-mural activities, he said. -- more
v18/02/15—23MST_ ' . '6
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The Prime Miniater said although the government did not pay the
untfversity staff well, it did espend ane hillion dnllars on local
iniversities annually ' ) .

The acvernment could net just increase their salaries without
increasing salaries of the whole of the government service, he said.

Datuk 3eri Nr Mahathir asked those who felt they could do better.
outside to try it out, but he reminded them of cases of government officers
who left the government only to come back to him later asking for help.

He aaid once out of the government service, a government officer could
not expect the privileges of a government servant and realised that the
opportunities that seemed very clear while\he was in the government were
not there once he was outside.

The government would like people to concentrate on how much they could
contribute in their area and not say that if they were in another area,

‘they could do a better job than the people who were doing that job.

On career development, he said he believed that people coming out of
un1VPr%1tipq should spend a lot of time learning the ropes and not take on
the johs which some of them expected. -- more
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He cited an example in Japan where universit ]
yle Jar re raity graduates bhe
assembly 1ine hefare they hecame executiyes, v 8 pegan on the

This develnped gond work ethicas and hetter 1 :
g _ 26 A tter understand
who were gaing to work under them, he said. atng of fhe peopte

Howaver , Nr Mahathir said hecanse of the demand. and expectations of

‘Malavsiana, it had heen verv difficult teo persuvade them that they should

hegin from the hottem and rise.

He said this was of the reasans why the anver
He Nis u f 2] A s why 2 ganvernment streassed or more
vocational asubjects 1ike 1living skills rather than pure academic to prepare
tha? to}liwq in & more industrialised environment o o J
+¥Yaou have tao k ' d :
addeé. 1A p.fm Know how tn handle 1ife in that kind of environment+, he
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir said the government .
‘ ithir seé o . ‘ would expect the priv
§ector to participate in such training programmes. -- more private
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He csaid the gnvernment wae asetting un more frain:ng inatitntiona and
vocational achonls,

Tt was siagnificant that products of these schonls. were anatched. up hy
the itdnstry whereas thnae coming out of the academic stream found "4t
difficult to get johs and were quite often misfits, :

+80 we are making these adjiunstments but it is not good enough and we
hope that the private secter will recognise and appreciate this and
cooperate with>the government in these things,+ he said. ‘

The Prime Minister said the Japanese method of training is to have
everyhody come in and work at-the ground level and this caters for a much
bigger number+of people. S

He said the country needed to have literally mass training and the
Japanese approach would be much more appropriate since it did not depend on
any particular person having. become a master in a craft. :

He also cited the German approach to training where they had master
craftsmen. and took in apprentices. u , o o

+Although the German way is also quite successful, it rather limits the
amount of skills and knowledge that is being spread.because you depend too
much on individuals,+ he said. -- Bernama I ' : o
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