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OTHER comments ma hk 
by Datuk Seri Dr M athir 
Mohamad spe- 
c-e - Conver- 
sation with the Prime 
Minister: 

# On private sector re- 
sponse towards invest- 
ment promotion: 

” I ‘ain quite happy. It 
‘coirld be better of course. 
No one can really be satis- 
fied with whatever it is that 
one achieves. Blrt certainly 
the private sector has 
responded. 

“I remember the days 
&hen we were drafting the 
five year plans when 
growth was premised upon 
Government expenditure, 
expansionary budgetting. 
We say we want to have a 
6.0 per cent growth and 
thin we calculate how 
much the government has 
to.put in. 

“There. was neglible con- 
tribution from the private 
sector. Now it is just the op 
posite. There is still a cer- 
tain peicentage of govern- 
dent contribution towards 
growth ,and we don’t have 
to depend upon expansion- 
ary budgetting anymore.” 

6 On $e role of the pub- 
lic seer r: 

“W 1, the public sector P 
shoiild confine itself to cre- 
ating an environment,‘look- 
ing after law and order. 
Business is really not the 
business of the Govern- 
ment. 

“When we do go into busi- 
ness, \;e do it very badly. 
We are extremely ineffi- 
cient, and one of the exam- 

ples of course is the Tele- 
corns. But once when it is 
transferred to the private 
sector it is doing many 
times better than when it 
was in the government. 

“Attitudes differ. When 
you are in the government, 
making a profit is not the 
most important thing. Just 
running it so that it fulfills 
a certain need. That is all 
that is required.” 

0 On civil servants af- 
fected by privatisation: 

“It is the environment. In 
fact the same bureaucrats 
when they work in the pri- 
vate sector do things quite 
differently. For example 
the Telecoms department 
would never think of open- 
ing a Kedai Telekom and to 
promote the use of the tele- 
phone. 

“But once you are in the 
private sector, the same 
government servant begins 
to think that in order to jus- 
tify his existence, in order 
to earn more money and to 
get a bonus and better pay, 
he must strive to promote 
the success of the compa- 
ny. 

“This is what he does be- 
cause he now lives in a dif- 
ferent environment with a 
different philosophy.” 

0 On support for 
privatisation: 

“I think if we accept that 
life is not going to be fair to 
everybody, some people 
are going to do well and 
some people are not going 
to do well, I think if we ac- 
cept that, we will not be too 
frustrated.” 


	Investment: private sector responding (NST 19/02/1991)

