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SHAH ALAM, Fri. - 
Peace in the Gulf now de- 
pends on the United 
States accepting the Sovi- 
et proposal, Datuk Seri Dr 
Mah&hir M&a@@ said 
f&lay. 

The Prime Minister 
said Malavsia had asked 
the United States to BC- 
cept an earlier Iraqi pro- 
posal which came with 
conditions. 

“If they disagreed with 
the conditions, they 
should have negotiations 
and not continue bombing 
Iraq with the objective of 
destroying the country,” 
he said in response to re- 
porters’ questions on the 
latest ceasefire proposal 
from the Kremlin. 

Dr Mahathir said Ma- 
laysia appreciated the in- 
tervention and role of the 
Soviet Union to resolve 
the crisis at a time when it 
was faced with domestic 
problems. 

He said the Soviet inter- 
vention gave fresh hope 
to the world. 

On reports that Iraq 
was prepared to withdraw ’ 
unconditionally, Dr Ma- 
hathir said: “I hope Iraq 
will really withdraw from 
Kuwait as soon as possi- 
ble so that there will po 
fe;f;;,,be unnecessary 

Asked whether Malay- 
sia would make any repre- 
sentation to the United 
States and Britain on the 
Soviet peace plan, Dr Ma- 
hathir said: “We will not 
be effective alone. We 
will work through the 
United Nations.” 

He also said the Cabinet 
would decide whether it 
was safe for Malaysians 
to perform their pilgrim- 
age next month. 

“We have been monitor- 
ing the situation in the 
Gulf and if the war ends, 
it will be easy for us to 
come to a decision,” he 
said. 
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