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is to have society de&ise it * 

-- The best way to’be rid of defamation 
Prime Minister natuk Seri IV Mahathir 

?&-hamarJ sa i d today . 
- He told the J&wan Negara the effectiveness of laws in wiping orrt 

defamatinn depended nn how the act was ga~uged in the legal system. 
+Jf acts of defamation are looked upon as mi Id and those making 

slanclprn!.ls clr lit~111-111~ statements are not pen8lised approgrint.ely, then 
s1.1c.11 act-s ~131 ~RCCNW. widespread,+ he said when replying to a cJuest1on frc 
Sena t- or r0, Nor-di n Se I at . 

Hell Said the government had a firm pnl icy towards the spread of 
dcfamitnr\’ statements, hy prosecut ins printers, puhl i shers , erii tars and 
rneus \rri tsrs under the Printing Presses and Publications Act. 

.Askecl t11~ Senator Hassan Harun whether the gov.ernment cc~u1cJ amend the 
Af_:t t1.2 er-IscIre i ts effectiwene.ss, the prime. minister said -changing the laws 
WXII~.J he insufficient if society did not view the acts seriously enough. - 
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Datuk Sex-i Pr Mahathir, who is the Minister of Home Affairs, said 
unlike a dadah-re1ate.d crime for which the offence could be determined 
sasi 15: , 

M[!one 
an offence for a defamation-related crime was difficult to gallge. 

who receives a 1 et tar cnntain.l ng 1 i bel lolls &atements co113 d 
prnsecl Itc? the se.nder , he sa i cl. 
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Replying to a supplementary question from Senator Mustafa Awany he 
said the Home Affairs Ministry did not have a record of the totaj’number of 
hooks on sale which contain 1i’bellous statements. 

He said slander,or libel were despicable acts because they could 
destroy an individual, 
nation. 

Weak up families and society, and destroy the 

Datuk Seri nr- Mahathir said slander and libel were evil acts which came 
about because of adherenoe to bad values. -- Rernama 
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