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KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. 
Malaysia must move at 

a quicker pace and not rest 
on its laurels in the effort to 
become a developed coun- 
try on par with the world’s 
best, Datuk Seri%M+ 
h&ir mamad said. --x 

The Prime Mmister said 
the exercise demands close 
collaboration of all institu- 
tions and personalities in- 
volved in the nation’s 
development. 

“By any standard, we 
have done well but there is 
no time to rest on our lau- 
rels, We must aim to be- 
come a developed country 
on par with those in Europe 
and Nor1 h America. 

“It may not happen to- 
morrow or next year or 
even by the end of this mil- 
lennium, but we must not 
be discouraged. Every- 
thing must have a begin- 
ning. We have gone beyond 
the firs! step. Now we must 
continue at a quickened 
pace.” 

Dr Mahathir made this 
point when he launched the 
62.member Malaysian 
Business Council (MBC) 
here. The MBC was estab- 
lished to pave the way for 
better co-operation be- 
tween the public and pri- 
vate sectors. 

The council is made up of 
national leaders, top Gov- 
ernment officials, leading 
industrialists and other 
personalities known for 
their deep knowledge and 
experience in their respec- 
tive fields. 

ments and innovations.” 

The Prime Minister said 
that to expedite the attain- 
ment of the nation’s goals, 
“we must set new stan- 
dards and make quantum 
leaps in terms of all the 
key institutions in the coun- 
try, in terms of our eco- 
nomic culture, adjust- 

For this, he said, the 
Government, the private 
sector, workers, manage- 
ment and all the institu- 
tions which arc directly or 
indirectly involved in the 
development of the nation 
must understand our goals 
and the road towards it. 

“This national aspiration 
must be shared by all, at 
every level. It is not a gran- 
diose dream that we are 
targetting at. It is an 
achievable vision, provided 
of course that we all pull to- 
gether,” be said. 

Dr Mahathir said the 
Government had already 
espoused the Malaysia In- 
corporated concept, which 
is based on a partnership 
between the Government 
and the private sector., 
where both sectors are 
tasked with ensuring the 
nation’s success and to 
share the benefits. 

He added that despite ini- 
tial criticism, the idea had 
caught on and, today, Gov- 
ernment officers were 
more helpful towards the 
private sector and were 
constantly improving ser- 
vice through innovative 
ways. 

“They now accept and 
appreciate that the private 
sector did not only make 
profits for itself but con- 
tributed towards economic 
growth and, therefore, to- 
wards the betterment of 
all, including themselves. 

“The private sector 
which welcomed the con- 
cept of Malaysia Incorpo- 
rated must not only expect 
better service from the 
Government but must also 
contribute towards its 
realisation. 

IC justice for all,” he Sam. 

“They must make it easi- 
er for the Government to 
serve them by understand- 
ing the regulatory role of 
Government and its con- 
cern for social and econom- _ _ . 

The Prime Minister, who 
is also council chairman, 
said collaboration that re- 
sulted in negative social 
consequences and frustrat- 
ed the achievement of na- 
tional values and aspira- 
tions must be countered. 

He said in many areas 
there must be more than an 
arm’s length relationship 
while in other instances 
there must be productive 
regulation. 

“What is good for the 
business sector may not al- 
ways be good for the people 
as a whole. But in many ar- 
eas, we do work closer. The 
Council is one of the mech- 
anisms intended to contrib- 
ute further to this relation- 
ship,” he added. 

Stressing the need for 
free and frank exhange of 
views and ideas to ensure 
the effectiveness of the 
council, Dr Mahathir point- 
ed out that there can be no 
in-depth examination or 
discussion if there was no 
commitment to candour. 

He then listed the four 
primary objectives of the 
council: 

0 To facilitate a free flow 
of information and ideas 
between the public and pri- 
vate sector; 

0 To address problems 
pertaining to industrial 
and commercial develop. 
ment and to remove imped- 
iments to economic 
growth; 

0 To create better under- 
standing and to enhance 
the relationship between 
the public and private sec- 
tor; and, 

0 to identify and promote 
areas of cooperation and 
collaboration between 
them. 

Dr Mahathir said to ful- 
fill these objectives, the 
council will examine do- 
mestic and international 
business and economic de- 

velopments central to Ma- 
laysia’s aspirations, dis- 
cuss current and emerging 
issues and problems and 
also examine and provide 
practical options and 
strategies. 

It will also provide feed-. 
back on policy issues and 
developments with regard 
to industrialisation, re- 
move misunderstandings 
and barriers to productive 
co-operation between the 
public and private sectors 
and generate concensus on 
national economic direc- 
tions and strategigs. 

He told council members 
that their membership “is 
a responsibility to this 
country and to the people.” 
In this regard, he hoped the 
members will “speak and 
listen intently, with an 
open heart and an open 
mind.” 

He said Government has 
set up a Centre for Eco- 
nomic Research and Ser- 
vices with adequate staff- 
ing to be responsible for 
research, secretarial, or- 
ganisational and adminis- 
‘,‘,tic;; services for the 

Reviewing the economic 
scenario of the country, Dr 
Mahathir said, Malaysia 
was not going to achieve 
the growth rates of the 
three previous years, “if we 
sit back and do nothing”. 

“We must be prepared to 
move away from the beat- 
en path. We must be pre- 
pared to take risk, reason- 
able risks. The 
Government is ready to 
make adjustments. It is 
ready to listen, accomodate 
and support the private 
sector. 

“I hope this council will 
be able to play a leading 
role in the difficult time 
head. God Willing, together 
we can overcome,” he 
concluded. 
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