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KUALA IUMPI!R, March 1 4(Rernat -- Malaysia needs"to have an annual 
growth rat:<? of seven per cent over the next- 30 years to achieve its target 
of becoming a fully de~relc~ped country by then, according to Prime Minister 
natrrk Sc?ri Dt- Mahathir Mohamad. , 

This, mceaes 'L 9 1s an optimistic. projection but the collntry should 
Set iis Sights high to motivate the people into striving hard. 

natuk Sot-i Dr Mahathir says Malaysia had an annual average grocr.&h rate 
of 5.1 per cent in the 196Os, 
in the 1380s due to recession. 

7.8 per cent in the IQ7Os, and 5.9 per cent 
, 

For the last 20 years, Malaysia's Gross Domestic Product rose annually 
in real terms by an average 0.f.6.9 per cent; 

+What is needed is an additional 0.1 per cent growth. Surely if ure all 
pull together, God willing, this 0.1 per cent can be acfiieved,+ he says in 
his working paper which espouses his plan to turn Malaysia into a developed 
nation by the year 2020. The paper was presented at the first meg.ting of 
the Malaysian Business Council here yesterday and was released to the press 
today. -- more . 
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In I-1 i G papc?r , nat1-.& Se.ri llr Mahathir says that to establish a 
prooprnc1s afld cg?connmicaJly just snciet-y,f with a competitive economy, the 
programrwE; for nat inn91 f7llman resollrces development should be upgraded 
tdramatically+. 

tThorc> is a need to ensure the creation of an economically resilient 
and fill ly crxnpetit ivr RUmiplltera cOlIxlNlnit.~~ SO as to be at par with the 
non-PrlmiI)lItcra community,+ he says. 

TO become a cdmpet i t ive economy, Mad.aysia must be able to sustain 1 

itself over R longer term and become dynamic, robust and resilient. 
Malaysia aIs0 needs a diversified and balanced economy as well as an 

economy that i-6 quick on its feet, able to quickly adapt to the changing 
patterns of supply, demand and competition. 

other necessities include a technologically proficient economy fully 
able to adapt, innovate and invent and driven by brain-power, skills, and 
diligence in possession of a wealth of information. -- more 
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The prime minister, 
the mepting: 

who iq chairman of the newly formed council told 
+Most of' us in this present cnllncil will not be therk. on the 

morning nI' ,lanuary I, 2020. The great bulk of the work that must be done to 
enstire a fully. developed Malaysja a generation from now will obviously be 
done hy leaders urho.fol\ow lus, 

In his view, 
by our children and grandchildren+. 

Malaysia must not only be developed in the.economic sense 
bllt on a11 dimensions inc.!uding national unity, social justice, 
stability, quality of life, spiritual values, national pride and 

political 

confidence+. 
+HoTefully the Malaysian who is born today and in the years to come 

will be the last generation of our ci.tizens who will be living in a country 
that is called +developing+. -- Bernama 
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