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DENPASAR, March 4/1(Rernama) -- The proposed East Asian I&mmic . . 

Grouping (EAEG), moated by Prime Minister Datuk Seri Dr Mariiqthir Mohdm8d~S~' 
,has begun to receive positive response from Europe and the United States I 

,despite initial negativism questioning its set up. *i, 
The Association of Southeast Asia0 Nations (As&an) too has ~era&o$ ., 

its concept tnd supported it. 
+What remains is for us (Asean) to formally proposs.the concept.to thg 

East Asian nations outside of Asean. This is a task for all Assan nationa,+ 
the Prime Minister told participants of an international conference here 
tonight. 

In his 300minute: keynote address, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir underlined the 
principles of the grouping to promote trade and maintain free trade and he 
dismissed fears that it would amount to a trade.bloc. , 

He said: +Let me emphasise that it is not Jntended to.be a trade blos. 
Regional economic groupings are acknowledged as legitimate means for 
neighhours in a region to improve their economic wellbeing. 

+Accordingly, preferential treatment and the removal of trade barriers 
within a group are legitimate and proper.+ -- more 

+04/03/18-51MST 
*. 



natlik Seri Dr Mahathir, who was explaining the proposal before an 
international i3udimr.e for the first. time, asked participants their stands 
and Initiatives in rescuing the free t.rade system of the world. 

+Do US refuse to acknowledge the gloomy facts? Ilo we hush up things? I’M 
we.nccept them without a whimper? Or do we confront them - the reality of 
those trade blocs, that is, not the nations?+ he asked. 

More than 1,000 participants packed the newly-opened convention hall at 
a prestigious new five-star hole1 here to listen to the Prime Minister, 
/They inclrldsd SinRapore Prime Minister Goh Chok Tong and world corporate 
Jeaders from 15 countries Invited to the conference, organised by the New 
torked-based Asla Society. 

pntuk Ser.i IX Mahathir felt that- the grouping would be llsten.ed to ’ 

becatlse of factors *in its favotlr such as market size,. knowledge, technology 
and skills. 

Another plus fnct.or was 1 t s membership that would remi’nd members of 
their rssponsibi 11 ty to the deve.loping world. 

He said a concerted effort- could then he made to boost the ,economIc _ 
g r ow t h ?f the weaker members and, indeed, it would help the developing 
world p,Qnp.rnl ly’. 

He al c;:.? be1 1 PVW.I the mere ex.i stew? of the group, backed as 1 t was by 
the massive. combined economic strength of the members, would help to retard 
the sl ide tnwFtrc!r; trade bloc.:; and protectjcnjsm. -- more c ._ 

V&l/03/! 0-20MST 

At thp qame time, 
,I he grnrq, he addefl, 

it cou1rI fost.er better trade and development within 
saying .i 1 could survive wj thout- the constrlctlve 

struct1iring nf 0 formal twwomic community, given a dedication towards . 
mlItnn1 help. 

. PatIIk Sari I%- Mahathjr IJ.~S optJmlst.ic the fears regarding, the formation 
and ro?e fif the EAEG would disappear once it was understood that the group 
v.495 cr:mpl~m~nt;try rat her 1 ban confrontat ianal jn natru-e. 

+Wrl:-! i-rade umllld henc!Fi t from EAEG rather than be stifled by it,+ he 
sa i rJ , 

Tli~ Primp %!ni s,i. pr al SD spoke an democracy and free’ snl-srprl se, say.lng 
na t i :7rl< \r!;,l-+ Finding it Aasier to declare the intention, or to overthrow 
a?tjfhnt- i f-a:- j nn rpg4mp.s e?vpn, 
ck?l~?c:-at i c 

than to obtaln tangjble benefits from 
fr~~.tltm and the market economy. 

HP s;-f i :-! : +Perq>l 0 pwpr i s f 1 ne . 
~:‘~‘.:Prt-Il1IPl-I t c; . Rllt p-xM?1- 

It can remove dictators and corrupt 
corrtlgts and people power can be no less 

ccrr1:pt i ng . + 
HP addwl t hat the. peal en!- j al 1 y cnrrupl could a1 so resort to pal 1 t .i cal 

poW?.T thr-nugh getting people on to the streets. 
He c..?t.ltifined that the overthrow of the corrupt oft-en resulted In the 

installation of another leader who was or became equally corrupt, -- more 
t 
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1: Tt was easier ta werthrnur an allegedly .corrupt. government than to 
‘mntPrIalfse a govprnm~nl thal could rehntxiJ3tnte the nat.fon, he sajd. 

He pilint& orrt that democracy must not he an end in itself but remain % 
means t 5 an end - the inslallation of good governments in the true sense of 
the umrcl . 

Earlier, JJatuk~S~!r.i l3r Mahatthir dei=11 t on Asean’s economic bdckground, 
SIKWGW~ and prrlspects and warned too of negative aspects of the equation. 

HP: prcp”sed an informal meal lng of Asenn Heacis of Government to he held 
r+g~~larl!: In 3 relaxed ambI~ce between. the formal summit meetings. - 

!i\ t::h r_?:: i nfcrrnm 1 gn t her i ng , away from the cameras and the pressure to 
prnrli~:-.~? 9:71ni! dramat ic cl\itr.oms, for the purpose of merely exchanging views 
znd pr~p~r.1 Ives ,and keeping in cl~,e touch would contribute to the process. 
:lf ensl~~-ing fullest cnnsultat ion between them, he said. 

+Th 1 c, ‘=hcn~l d he over- and nh~e i he bl 1 at era1 meetings, + he add,&. 
:A 1 %:? pr;).qi?ht were l3nt11k Seri DBtin Paduka I3r‘Sit.i Hasmah, Malaysia’s 

Ip?Ci,?? Representative tc: th+? Vnltd Nations, Datuk’Musa Hitam, and more 
than Ifi@ senior MalaysIan officials from the public and private sectors. - 
Rernama 
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