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From Syed Imran Alsayoff 

“i! r 4 Jr. PI _ DLkigq f+?J. 
RATX4 (Indonesia), March 5, (Eernama) -- Malaysia is looking into the 

possibility of signing B pact with Singapore to jointly develop Johor as 
par-t nf the Economic Growth Triangle concept, Datuk Seri KW Mahathir 
Mohamairl said here today’ . 

The rn~mnrandum of l.lnderstanding (MOE) was being looked into by the 
federal ~ovsrnment before making any decision, the Prime Minister added. 

Datuk .%ri IX Mahathir, who made a one-day visit to eatam Island today, 
was corrnnFnting on Singapore Prime Minister Goh Chok Tong’s proposal that 
Singap_ r _. _ n P and Malaysia sign an MCXi to jointly develop Johor. 

Encik Gob said that if the two countries signed the agreement, then 
two sides of the triangle would be completed+, as Singapore already had a 

..imilar agreement with Indonesia to jointly develop the Riau province. 
He said the third side of the triangle would be completed if Malaysia 

CCJU~~ later work out an understanding with Indonegia. 
Speaking to reporters before leaving for Koala Lumpur, Datuk Seri nr 

Mahathir said Malaysia urelcomed joint efforts to develop the Growth 
Triangle and Encik Goh’s proposal would be carefully studied. 
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Slahathir-triangle ‘2 Ratam (Indonesia) (requested rptn) 

To~rchiri3 on trilateral talks between the Growth Triangle partners, he 
said it sho1.11d he held at the central government level so that basic things 
c.CllI 1 d hs lxtked intc;. 

Fr;r ~xxnpls, he mid, F.c?tam and Singapore were free ports while Johor 
Ll’1c: nczt .?!-I? this had to t+? looked into at central government level before 
t ]:9 1 (:I:: 1‘: ! authorities , SI.IC!I as the. Johor state government and the Riau 
I,:‘:::\: i 12~ i 9 1, a:Imlnlstration, cnuld hold talks. 

He c?l~:~ said that hlala~:s’,a could participate In the development of 
Eat am ~.~:xllt?: the Growth Triangle. 

He cticl not name any specific ar,ea but said that Malaysian companies 
would inl’c?st in the Ratam In:.lclstrlal Park being jointly developed by 
Singapore and Indonesian suthorities. 

Earlier, on arrival at the Hang Nadim airport from Bali, Datuk Seri Dr 
Mahathir ufas met by Ind&nesia’s State Minister for Research and Technology, 
PrCJf Dr P,. .I .Habibie, and Riau provincial officials, 

The Prime Minister was accompanied by Finance Minister natuk Paduka 
naim ZainuAdin, Culture and Tourism Minister Datuk Sahharuddln Chlk, Johor 
Menteri Resar Tan Sri Muhyiddin Yassin and Chief Secretary to the. 
Government Tan Sri Ahmad Sarj i -Ahdul Hsmid. 
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Mahathir-triangle 3 Batam (Tndanesia) (requested rptn) 

Datuk Serl L>r Mahothir was .taken to Bstnm Centre where he planted A 
+Beringin+ tree to symholise +Friendship between the Malaysian and 
Tndonqsian people+. 
In November 1987, President Suharto and the Singapore Prime Minister 

then Lee Kuwn Yew also planted +Beringin+ trees at the centre. Three more 
plots were reserved for the other three Rsean heads of government from 
Rrunei Parussalam, Thailand and the Philippines. 
The Prime Minister, uho had a tight schedule, was given separate 

briefings by the Indonesian and Singapore government leaders at Wisma Batam 
and Ratam Industrial Park, respectively, 
Present at the briefings were Indonesian Junior Minister for Trade and 

Industry Tungku Ariwibowc and Singapore Minister of State for Trade and 
Industry Mah Bow Tan. 
In KUALA LUMPUR, Datuk Seri pr Mahathir was met on his return 

Science, Technology and Environment Minister Law,Hieng Ding and 
Ministry Sqretary-General Datuk Ahmad Kamil Jaafar. -- Bernama 

V05/03/21-28MST 

by 
Foreign 


	Mahathir - Triangle (Bernama 05/03/1991)

