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BATAM (Indonesia), 
Tues. - Malaysia needs 
to discuss with Singapore 
and Indonesia several is- 
sues relating to the set- 
ting up of an economic 
growth triangle, Datuk 
Seri Dr Mahathir Moha- 
mad said today. 
?f’Ife Prime Minister 
said this must be done be- 
fore any memorandum of 
understanding could be 
signed on developing the 
economic belt that strad- 
dled Batam, Singapore 
and Johor. 

He sait there were sev- 
eral areas. includine laws 
of the three countries, 
that would have to be 
looked into. 

duty area. to sign one with the re- 

“Another important as- 
pect is that Singapore and 
Batam are free ports 
while Johor is a Customs- 

“We will have to resolve 
this and make provisions 
to avoid problems relat- 
ing to trade between Jo- 
hor and Singapore and Ba- 
tam,” he told newsmen af- 
ter a day-long visit here. 

He was accompanied by 
Finance Minister Datuk 
Paduka Daim Zainuddin, 
Tourism and Culture Min- 
ister Datuk Sabbaruddin 
Chik and Chief Secretary 
to the Government Tan 
Sri Ahmad Sarji. 

Singapore and Indone- 
sia have already signed a 
memorandum of under- 
standing to work jointly 
on tourism and industrial 
growth. 

Singapore Prime Minis- 
ter Datuk Goh Chok Tong. 
during his visit to Joh& 
on Feb 4, had asked Johor 

public and study the pos- 
sibilities of signing one 
with Indonesia. 

Dr Mahathir said Ma- 
laysia was optimistic that 
all three areas would gain 

-from the concept in terms 
of investment, tourism 
and industrial growth. 

Meanwhile, an Indone- 
sian spokesman said his 
government would send a 
delegation to Kuala Lum- 
pur to discuss co-opera- 
tion on the development 
of the triangle with a view 
of signing a memoran- 
dum. 

He said the talks would 
be a continuation of the 
one between a team led by 
Foreign Ministry secre- 
tary-general Datuk Ah- 
mad Kamil and Indone- 
sian officials in Jakarta. 
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