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By Wong Chun Wai 
SERDANG, Thurs. - The 
Government is curbing 
the export of round logs 
and sawn timber from Sa- 
bah because almost all the 
forest areas in the state 
have been depleted, Da- 
tuk Seri Dr Mahatm- 
hamad saim 
-TliFPrime Minister 
said logging had been car- 
ried out in the state with- 
out any regard to its ef- 
fects on the forest and the 
environment. 

“I think there is no tim- 
ber supply left although 
at one time Sabah used to 
export more timber than 
Sarawak,” he told news- 
men after a visit to the 
Malaysian Agricultural 
Research and Develop- 
ment Institute here. 

Dr Mahathlr said the 
Government had no inten- 
tion of interferinn with 
the affairs of Sab;;h and 
that it w&d only act 
withinjts powers. 

He refuted allegations 
by the PBS government 
that the Government was 
out to punish the party 
and state. 

“Even when the PBS 
was in the Barisan Na- 
.sional, we had repeatedly 

told them to stop the ex- 
cessive loeeine but our 
calls went -&heeded ” he 
said, adding that the s’itua- 
tion had worsened. 

Dr Mahathir was re- 
sponding to a comment by 
Sabah Deputy Chief Min- 
ister Datuk Yong Teck 
Lee that the state was 
seeking a clarification 
from the Government 
over the curb in timber 
export. 

Datuk Yong had said 
that the move was an in- 
fringement of the state 
rights and that Sabah had 
not been consulted. 

He said officials from 
the Chief Minister’s De- 
partment had already 
talked to the Government 
to clear the confusion. 

The Government re- 
cently empowered the 
Malaysian Timber Indus- 
try Board to issue timber 
export licences in Sabah 
and Sarawak. 

Under the revised 
MTIB Act of 1960, the 
board can also look into 
the affairs of the timber 
sector in Sabah, especial- 
ly on royaby. 

Last week, Primary In- 
dusvies Minister Datuk 
Seri Dr Lim Keng Yaik 
said the revised Act 

would cover Sabah and 
Sarawak but the Govem- 
ment would concentrate 
on Sabah first because 
“the situation is differ- 
ent.” 

He had said there was a 
lot of abuse in the Sabah 
timber industry, and that 
some log exporters were 
not paying timber royalty 
despite giving an under- 
taking to do so. 

Dr Mahathir said that 
despite the extent of log- 
ging in Sabah and the 
large amount in royalties 
earned, the people did not 
appear to have gained. 

The level of develop- 
ment did not correspond 
with the amount of royal- 
ties earned, he said, add- 
ing that he was disap- 
pointed with what had 
happened in Sabah. 

Sabah officials had ex- 
pressed concern that the 
federal decision will 
throw Sabah’s timber in- 
dustry out of gear as log 
exports account for about 
14 per cent of the state’s 
annual earnings. 

During the first 11 
months of last year, log 
exports made up 13.9 per 
cent ($1.1 billion) of the 
state’s total earnings of $8 
billion. 
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