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UMNO will sue Parti Bersatu -

Sabah (PBS) if Tun Haji Mus-
tapha Datu Harun |is
dropped from the Sabah
l.egislative Assembly for
leaving Usno to join Umno.
Umno president D
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad

ST Vesteraay a5 a state
" Assemblyman, Tun Haji

Mustapha is not violating
any of the laws of the Sabah
Government by his inten-
tion to join Umno.

“Tun Haji Mustapha con-
tested under the Barisan Na-
sional banner and not under
Usno in the last general
election," he said. “So,
strictly speaking, he has
never violated the laws
which the PBS recently in-
troduced in the State.”

The Sabah Government
had made a ruling that State
Assemblymen will be auto-
maticallv dropped from the

State Legislative Assembly if,

they quit the party whic
they had represented at
elections. .

Speaking to reporters af-

ter chairing an Umno Su-.

preme Council meeting, at
the Putra World Trade Cen-
tre at Kuala Lumpur yester-
day. Dr Mahathir also said
Uriino will consider prapos-
als for the partys tong-term
Progranase,

He: said this is in dine with
the (nuntr\s hapes and as-
airations to become a devel-
oped country by the year
2“21)

The Pricae Minister sard
the future roles and contri-
butions  of tmoo i the
coutlrys  scciu-economic
development were one of
Phe inaity osues < dhisoussed at
fen b durin e
oot treetingy

S

"He said it is vital for Umno
to remain a strong and sta-
ble political party. Umno, he
added. has a special role in
determining the success of
achieving this goal. °

“We will initiate and con-
sider any programmes
which gve should undertake
immediataly to ensure
Umno can become an éven
stronger party politically.

“"What is important to us
is that we want to see Umno
as a more stable party,” he
said. This is because Umnos
political stability deter-
mines the national political
stability and progress di-
rectly.

On Unmnos development

in Sabah, the Prime Minister -

said he is glad with the re-
sponse the Sabahans have
shown following Umnos en-
try into the State.

“We will accept ammca-
tions troon anvone in the
State even those dom other
parties if they are interested

is drnnnedw

in becoming . Umno mem-

bers,” he ad ed. D

Dr Mahathir said thé
Umno ‘leaders ‘had dis-
cussed with Tun Haji Musta-

: Bha the. setting up of the-

mno branches throughout
the State.

“We have appointed 14
Usno phd six non-Usno lead-
ers tocoordinate the forma-
tion' of the Umno divisional

rotem cpmmitteTs in Sa-

h,” he added.

On the apology by Far
Eastern Economic Review
Ltd of Hong Klzmg ‘which had”
earller published .an article

a.purported attempt to
sell Limbang :in Sarawak to
Brunei, he said:

“We are happy because
we have achieved the objec-
tive of proving that the re-
ports were baseless. We just
need that .., we dont look for
the compensation money.”

On the resolutions on
constitutional monarchy
which Umno submitted to
the Rulers after the last
Umno general assembly, he
said Umno has received
positive feedback from the .
Rulers.

“Our Rulers havé under-
stood the content$ of the
resolutions and have since
accepted them well;”

Asked about the develop-
ment in Iraq of rebels fight-
ing against the leadership of
President’ Saddam Hussein,
Dr.Mahathir expressed con-
cern about developments in
the war-torn country

The Prime Minister hopes
the Iraqi Government will be
cautious.in its actions.

“The - lragi Governmeént
has to be cautious so that no
more lrayi people are kilied.
However. it ig not our inten-
tion here tadnterfere in their
State affairg,” he said.
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