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PORT KLANG, March 12 (Bernama) -& The g@vernm nt. Wwill issue more
licences for container haulage if the eevVicé vaed by the four existing
companies is found to be unqatisfactery, Prime winister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahathir Mohamad said today. Voo

The government would keep a close'wét L qn the performance ‘of these
container hauliers, he told reportefs after’ launching MISC Haulage Services
8dn Bhd and its palm 011 bulk carrier +Bunga &iantan+ on its maiden voyage,
here,

The other three companies pnobiding centainer haulage service are
Kontena Nasional, Shapadu Holdings and RKorisortium Perkapalan

In his speech earlier, Datuk Seri DrMahathir sald the MISC was allowed
to engage in container haulage after taking into. account its position as
the biggest shipping company in the modntry and the large number of
containers it handled. i / Ry

+The volume of container cargo movidg thro&gh the port§ of Malaysia has '
' risen sharply in recent years and/ the. threé Eompaniee befbre MISC, despite

. having expanded their handling cApacityy/ fihﬂ\ﬁt Qifficult to fully meet
i the increasing demand,+ he qaid/ =~ morg
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ii He also said that while the g vernment was; pr;ud tg see MISC
# diversifying its activities by nturing into haulag \on land, it was
© important that container haulage7be made .an efficient ‘service to enhance
' the competitive edge of Malaysian exportd . { ‘
: The;prime minister also reminded of; the impor'ance of th growth of the
- merchant fleet in line with the nation a commeﬁ rial demangis so that
- Malaysia did not depend on the servioeq of‘forepgn\ehipping
- Uncoaordinated, growth would lead to'a greatersdemand for foreign
shipping services, and this would advdrsely a féct he nation's economy
" because much of the costs of commercia& éqmivlties~ uld have to go towards
. foreign shipping and insurance servig e&. hﬁ;&ﬂﬂ
In this context, he said, the regisﬂmati n f\ve§sels in Malaysia
should be stepped up to save on foreign' ex; ha Se “and remove dependence on
. foreign shipping and insurance service&. pio
: He also said that in line with thefpolicg‘t¢qmake Malaysia a maritime
nation, the government would continue' te, facue ion the nrovision of support
services such as training, repair and. O¥ erhau fof veqaels, and development
of ports to enable the country's shippi industry to grow in a competitive
. environment. —— more ‘ ,qqyu;
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Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir called on ownﬁrq of ; veseelq to consider -
increasing the number of trained localjseamen s? Qhat the country would not
run short of them. i

He said that Malaysia in particular pd the,ASegh countries in general
could be expected to become a sourceé of trained seamen in view of their
shortage in the developed countries an \the high b st of engaging them.

| He said he saw no reason why MalayQiaﬁ veeqels ceuid not be handled by
Malaysians themselves as Malaysia nad &, m@ritime,mradﬂtion and added that

in several countries the income of Qeamen«waq a vital\qource of national
revenue. --— Bernama

}
. . k
| 912/03/16-12MST : \



	Mahathir - Containers (Bernama 12/03/1991)

