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By Jerry Francis 
IPOH. Thurs.‘- The Cabi- 
net has approved the Malac- 
ca Government’s request for 
$250 million to overcome the 
State’s short and long-term 
water problem, Datuk Seri 
Dr h!aliathir MohrtiBd sam 
today. 

To helu the State meet its 
short-term requirements. 
the Cabinet has also ap- 
proved $24 million to fi- 
nance water storage facili- 
ties to ease the problem, the 
lzlr;m,. n”;-:“+-.. ““irl 1 I UllC l”llll‘hCCl Ddl”. 

Dr Mahathir added that 
the Cabinet had decided to 
make public the report pre- 
pared by the Malacca Gov- 
ernment on the water prob- 
lem. particularly the issue 
concerning the drying up of 
the Durian Tunggal Dam. 

He was speaking at a 
Press conference at the 
Kraftanean Malavsia centre 
at KaGpung P&ik, near 
Kuala Kangsar here, today. 

In Maiacca. Hemama re- 
ports that the Malacca Wa- 
ter Authority today began 
pumping water from a pond 
at Gapam in Air Kcroh,. to 
the Air Keroh recreation 
lake for public supply as the 
water crisis in the State 
worsened 

the respective State Govern- 
ments. 

Providing water supply 
was not very profitable in 
view of the cost of building 
dams and other costs, Dr 
Mahathir said. The main 
aim of the Federal Govern- 
ment’s proposal is to ensure 
that all States receive ade- 
z;,ate water supply, he add- 

Earlier, when opening the 
$2.8 million Kraftangan Ma- 
laysia’s Perak branch at 
Kamnung Perik. Dr Ma- 
L._rl_T_ _^I,..> lld~llll uaileu on the iocai 
handicraft industry to ac- 
cept modernisation and 
move into mass-production. 

Those in the industry 
should not stick to their old 
ways by producing their 
items at leisure. He said 
they could sell their prod- 
ucts across the world pro- 
vided they were reasonably 

In Page 8 

0 WHY THE DURIAN 
TUNGGAL DAM 
DRIED UP 

0 PENANG WANTS 
TO MANAGE ITS 
OWN WATER 

. 

A spokesman for the Au- 
thority said the pond con- 
tained about 45 million li- 
tres of water and that it wiii 
take about four days to 
pump the water. 

On the Federal Govern- 
ment’s proposal that water 
supply be placed under its 
control to overcome short- 
age in some States, Dr Ma- 
hathir said the Federal Gov- 
ernment had yet to receive 
the support of all States. 

Some States with plenty 
of water feel that the supply 
of water could genei-& 
:;:e”yd JJ$fiAt h;oz$r yhu; 

capital cost factor, he added. 
He said it was not the aim 

of the Federal Government 
to deny profit to the States, 
adding that the Federal 
Government would distrib- 
ute the profit equally with 

priced and of high quality. 
Although the Kraftangan 

Malaysia centres had pro- 
vided training to thousands 
of young people, very few 
had been willing to work for 
what they had been trained, 
he said. 

The Government did not 
expect all of them to work 
for what they had been 
trained and would have 
been satisfied if 20 per cent 
make the effort to do so. 

Dr MahatQr said the Gov- 
ernment was giving impor- 
tance to handicraft training 
with two objectives - to 
maintain the traditional as- 
pect of the industry and 
help raise income levels. 

The Prime Minister said 
the country’s handicraft 
could grace homes all over 
the world if their quality 
was good and prices reason- 
able. 
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