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ALOR SETAR, March 22, (Bernama) - Prime BIin,ister Datuk W im today expressed regret over the negative statements made about him 

by certain people, 
surger!. 

such as saying that he was ill and needed to undergo 

+I CAG not understand why there are people making such negative 
statements,+ he told reporters on arrival at the Sultan Abdul Halim airport 
in Kepala Batas near here to attend a breaking-of-the-fast ceremony with 
the people in Kampung Teluk >lalik near Jitra this evening. 

When I u’ent to England for another purpose, there were certain people 
rlho claimed that I went for surgery. I go here and there and everybody sees 
me but there are people who say that I am ill, have to undergo surgery. I 
do not know their motive,+ he said. 

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir said these people probably spread the rumours 
u,ith the hope of bringing doun prices on the stock market and to hamper 
development in the country. . 

+If I am not around, 
stop det.eloping . . . 

it does not mean that the country will have to 
there are many other people who can continue to develop 

the nation,+ he said. -- more 
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On tlie Later crisis in Nelaka, Datuk Seri Dr blahathir said everyone had 
* to share the responsibility. 

He UO’> responding to reporters’ questions on several engineers iuho 
disagree4 u,ith the report of the comnittee which looked into the kater 
crisis in the state. 

On tthe F ederal Governmen 
the ccmflt r 5‘, he said there 

t proposal to take ove r management of wat er i 
u‘as a need to provide for more wa ter as the 

n 

popuIat ioil yreu’. 
The go\‘ertment had targetted for the population to reach 70 million by 

the year 2100 but projections showed that the figure would be reached by 
2040 I 

He said tl-re demand for more wa$er would cause various problems, and 
-therefore there must be good matiagement. *-- more 
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He dlso said the government felt that development of water supply must 
meet the needs of all states and not one state only. 

On reports that 40 kampung children-in Padang Terap district were 
unable to continue their studies outing to poverty, the prime minister said 
society should help such people. 

He said the public should not accuse the government of neglecting such 
people. -- Bernama 
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