
laysia tabloid, the Watan, 
has apologised to Prime 
Minister Datuk Seri Dr Ma- 
hathir Mohamad for-pub- 
hsnmg a Epnrt-that he was 
going for a second heart sur- 
gerysoon. 

The paper, in its March 16 
issue, under the Gossip Cof- 
fee House column, had said 
that Dr Mahathir needed 
the operation following 
complications from his ear- 
lier - by-pass surgery two 
Years ago. 

“From further investiga- 
tions, we have discovered 
that what was published in 
the column is untrue. 
Therefore, we retract the ar- 
ticle and apologise to the 
Prime Minister.” it said. 

The apology was carried 
on the front-page of its 
March 19 issue. 

The paper added that 
while the rumour of his sec- 
ond operation was circulat- 
ing, Dr Mahathir had car- 
ried on his duties including 
attending public functions, 
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