
Rumours about PM: 
Suspects n,abbd 

KUAI,A LUMPUII. Sat. c’ 
Police have traced the 
source of rumours about the 
health of the Prime Minister 
to foreign elements and 
picked up several people 
here for questioning, Depu- 
ty Home Minister I)atuk Me- 
&t <Juuid Mcgat Ayub said 
iodav. 

elements. 
He said these element> 

wanted to see chaos in the 
country and foreign confi- 
dence in the economy erode. 

“They are envious of Ma- 
laysia’s achievements. They 
are unhappv with the Kuala 
Lumpur Stock F:xchang~ 
which is doing well and our 
policy of not giving con 
tracts to cotnuanies with Zi- 
onist links.” L 

to amend the Act.” he said. 
in referonce to the one of the 
resolutions of the Umno 
General Assemblv last year 
on the constituti’onal mon- 

H& said the oeople who 
were questioned rifter the 
rumours surfaced a week 
ago had since been released. 

“Some admitted they 
were wrong and apologised 
for playing to the tune of the 
rumour mongers.” he told a 
Press conference at the Pe- 
madam headquarters. 

Dr Mahathir. svho yestcr- 
da? broke fast 111 litra. bad 
said he did nJt understand 
the ahn of th6 rumours that 
he was ill. 

Datuk Megat Junid de- 
clined to disclose the num- 
ber of people who were ques- 
tioned. 

However, he said, the 
Government had traced the 
rumours to certain foreign 

He said they were also 
against Dr Mahathir’s vi- 
sion of turning Malaysia 
into a developed country by 
the year 2020. 

“Ant1 they art: opposed to 
the Government’s initiativcx 
to set up the Far-East cco- 
nomic bloc.” 

On Urnno’s call for 
amendments to the Scditioa 
Act to discuss the role of tht% 
constitutional monarch>, 
I)atuk Merat Junid, who is R 
Supreme &xmcil member, 
said the party had studied 
the proposal and its implica 
tions. 

“We feel there is no need 

archy. 
Foreign Minister Datuk 

Abdullah Badawi, said !ast 
night that the rumours 
about Dr Mahathir’s health 
were malicious and spread 
by people with bad inten- 
tions. 

“It may have originated 
from speculators to manipu- 
late tht, stock market.” he 
said aftc,r breaking fast at 
the International Youth 
Centrer in Cheras. 

Commenting on &put> 
Prime Minister Encik Ghn- 
far Baba’s statement that 
stringent conditionsbe set it 
Part; Bersatu Sabah (PBS) 
sought to return to Harisan 
Naslonal. Datuk Ahdullah 
said this would bc a wise 
move. 

“It is nezssarv consider- 
itlg-the hackgro&d and the 
track record of the PBS.” he 
said. 
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