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KUAIA LUMPUR, Wed. 
- Datuk Seri Dr Ma_ 
hathir Mohamad is pre- 
‘pared to meet ASiAian 
Premier Bob Hawke on 
the strained bilateral ties 
between Malaysia and 
AUS_. 

The Prime Minister told re- 
porters today that he was ready 
to meet Mr Hawke at the meeting 
of the High-Level Appraisal 
Group on the Commonwealth in 
London in June. 

He was commenting on an AFP 
report which quoted Mr Hawke 
as saying that he hoped to raise 
points of contention with his Ma- 
laysian counterpart at the meet- 
ing. 

The meeting will bring togeth- 
er 10 Commonwealth heads of 
government from Australia, the 
Bahamas, Britain, Canada, India, 
Jamaica, Malaysia, Nigeria, Sin- 
gapore and Zambia to chart new 
roles for the group in the 1990s 
and beyond. 

The AlrF report said Australia 
hoped that faceto-face talks be- 
tween heads nf government 
would improve the “delicate” 
state of relgtions with Malaysia. 

It quoted Mr Hawke as saying 
that he would meet with Dr Ma- 
hathir “with an attitude of open 
mindedness and of constructive 
friendship.” 

In particular, it said, Mr 

als attributed to Dr Mahathir af- 
ter the collapse of the Uruguay 
Round of General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade CGA’lTI talks 
last year for an Asia-Pacific 
trade group that would exclude 
Australia. 

The report quoted Mr Hawke 
as saying: “I would hope that as 
those matters are discussed with- 
in the region, it would be seen 
that that sort of exclusion would 
not be appropriate.” 

It said Mr Hawke had urged 
the Australian press to show 
more sensitivity towards other 
countries which “don’t have the 
same historical backgrounds, the 
same institutions, the same con- 
st&tution as we do.” 

Replying to allegations that he 
had not answered calls from Mr 
Hawke, Dr Mahathir said he did 
;otEhy;mber receiving any call 

Last week, Dr Mahathir said 
Malaysia would try to maintain 
“a proper” relationship with Aus- 
tralia which, he said, considered 
itself more superior. 

He said Australia had criti- 
cised Malaysia as “barbaric and 
uncivil&d” when action was tak- 
en against Australian drug traf- 
fickers and as “undemocratic” 
when Operasi Lullang was con- 
ducted to curb unrest in the coun- 
try. 

He also said that certain quar- 
ters had used various methods, 
including films and documenta- 
ries, to frighten away potential 
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Hawke hoped to discuss propos- investors rrom Malaysia. 
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