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tions between south-east 
Asia and itself. 

Dr Mahathir said the poli- 
cy formed part of the Fu- 
kuda Doctrine which spelt 
out Japan’s approach to re- 
lations with south-east 
.Asian countries. 

The doctrine,, created af- 
ter the 1977 visit of then 
Prime Minister Take0 Fu- 
kuda at the end of an Asean 
tour, disavowed the role of 
Japan as a military power 
and pledged to co-operate 
with Asean couptries to 
strengthen their solidarity 
and resilience, together 
with other like-minded na- 
tions outside the region. 

The doctrine called for the 
consolidation of a relation- 
ship with Asean, based on 
mutual confidence, trust 
and a “heart-to-heart” un- 
derstanding. 

Successive Prime Minis- 
ters of Japan have reaf- 
firmed Mr Fukuda’s vision. 

Dr Mahathir made tliis ob- 
servation at a dinner h?ld at 
Seri Perdana to mark*the 
official visit of Mr Toshiki 
Kaifu. 
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“The results have shown 
that our Government stu- 
dent programme has con- 
tributed greatly to the eco- 
nomic development of the 
country and more signifi- __-&I_. __~__.._I_ 1 
ca‘llly , ii iiaS generarea 
goodwill and friendship be- 
tween the peoples of Japan 
and Malaysia.” 

“After the discussions 
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day, I am most pleased that 
you and your Government 
remain committed more 
strongly than ever to the 
goals of the Fukuda Doc- 
trine. 

“As a step forward, we 
also recognise the need for 7^___ Japan and Asean to iXieiid 
greater co-operation and as- 
sistance to all Asian States 
on the Pacific seaboard, to 
promote regional trade and 
solidarity. 

“When we took the deci- 
sion to develop closer ties 
with Japan almost a decade 
ago, we also envisaged that 
over a period of time, a new 
generation of Malaysian 
youths would be trained in 
the technology and ethics of 
Japanese industries. 

“By these decisions, we 
opened the possibility of Ja- 
oan as a focus of new learn- 
ing to Malaysians in gener- 
al, ’ said Dr Mahathir. 
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