
‘Economic prosperity can enhance living :standards’ 

PM: Industrial peace vita 
KOALA LUMPUR, Tues. - 
Laws and trade unions by 
themselves cannot enhance 
the standard of living of the 
prople. but economic pros- 
perity can, Prime Minister 
Dntuk Seri Dr Mahathir.Mo- 
hamad said. 

pdcluding Malaysia, he add- 

In view of the auspicious 
day, Dr Mahathir urged 
workers to give deep 
thought to the factors that 
would determine their 
wages and standard of liv- 
ing. 

- 

. 

At the same time, the na- 
tion’s economy would not 
grow if there is no peace, Dr 
hlahathir said in his Work- 
crs‘ Day message released 
here today. 

Conversely, wages will 
multiply for workers in 
highly-populated but peace- 
ful countries that thrive on 
high productivity, he added. 

Furthermore. economic 
growth will not be possible 
if there is no industrial 
peace which will lead to re- 
duced productivity, he said. 

Advising workers to avoid 
action which could be detri- 
mental to their well-being, 
the Prime Minister called 
for vigilant and disciplined 
efforts so that the objective 
of turning Malaysia into a 
developed nation by 2020 
would be achieved. 

The Prime Minister said 
that the possibility of op- 
pression of Malaysian work- 
ers as seen in the West dur- 
ing the industrial 
revolution or during the era 
of colonialism did not exist. 

promote the growth of busi- 
ness and industry in the 
long run, the Deputy Prime 
Minister said. 

Encik Ghafar said trade 
unions’ efforts to attract as 
many investors as possible 
would be the best gift they 
could give to their children 
when they leave school and 
look for jobs. 

“(By then) workers will 
enjoy benefits to commen- 
surate with the achieve- 
ment,” he added. 

“With powers vested in 
trade unions and Govern- 
ment enforcement of labour 
laws, worbers’ rights are 
;;;erved. Dr Mahathir 

In Malaysia, workers are 

He said the unions must 
also be able to convince in- 
vestors that Malaysia was 
an excellent place to invest 
in. 

In this situation, inves- 
tors will refuse to invest 
their money, resulting in 
higher unemployment. Em- 
ployers could then get their 
workers easily without hav- 
ing to, raise wages, the 
Prime Minister said. 

Dr Mahathir drew the na- 
tion’s attention to the situa- 
tion facing workers in over- 
populated countries where 
wages are low. Their wages 
become lower if industrial 
peace is absent and their 
productivity is also adverse- 
ly affected. 

Deputy Prime Minister 
Ghafar Baba in his message, 
said trade unions could 
complement the Govern- 
ment’s effort to create job 
opportunities for abort one 
million school leavers in the 
next five years by helping to 
attract investors into the 
country. 

free to form trade unions to 
protect and promote their 
interest. 

He said the Government 
would do its part by ensur- 
ing that foreign investors 
paid workers decent wages 
and fulfilled all statutory re- 
quirements. 

They could do this by’ tell- 
ing investors that Malaysia 
had an endurin 
peace which s ould a 

industrial 
help 

He said there was no deni- 
al of the good treatment 
workers got because trade 
unions had a certain way to 
ensure that their claims re- 
ceived considerate atten- 
tion from their manage- 
ment. 

“As much as we want for- 
eign investors, we will nev- 
er allow them to exploit our 
workers,” he told reporters 
after holding talks with 
Venezuelan Foreign Minis- 
ter Dr Armando Duran. 

There were also laws de- 
signed to protect workers’s 
rights all over the world, 

On the role of employers, 
he said they must look after 
the welfare of their workers 
and recognise them as their 
best resources. 
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