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KUALA T.UMPUR, May 16, (Rernama) -- The Prime Minister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahathir amad _said today Malaysia can do without a firecrackers and

fireworks industry.

Thn,govarnmgnf wonld study whether siich an industry was desirabhle in
future, he said.

+T think we don't need such an industry in our country. Euven withont
it, our dndustrial growth will not suffer,+ he said!

+We will study whether to revoke the permit or stop the industry
Altogether. But if we still need it, we shall impose stringent control so
that explosions and fire such as at the Rright Sparklers fireworks factory
in Sungai Ruloh will not recur,+ he said.

The Prime Minister was speaking to reporters after visiting the site of
the incident in which at least 24 peaple pqrighfd and more than 103 others
were injuread. ' -

Natik Seri NDr Mahathir was abhroad on haoliday when the tragedy occurread
on May 7. He returned home yesterday evening.-- more
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He said that perhaps the government shounld only allow the manufacture
nf explosives for the Malaysian Armed Forces.
The Sundai Ruloh tragedy, he added, was a lesson for the government and

the Malaysian society.-- More
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Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir said even industriaslised countries
preferred not to have fireworks and firecrackers industries because
of the hazards involved and would rather import the products

instead.
He reminded Malaysian entrepreneurs that before they adopt any

mew technology locally they should be particularly mindful of its

implications on the. country.
The Prime Minister said the Sungail Buloh tragedy should not be

politicised because it was a sensitive issue involving deaths.

He criticised political parties which ekxploited such incidents
at the expense of efforts designed for the people’s own good.

These include exploitation of issues such as resettlement of
hawkers and location of dump-sites for toxic wastes, he said.-~-- more
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Tha government had allowed the firewarks and firecrackers industry to
he set 1p in 1973 Aas there were not many factories in the country then, he
said.

At that time 1t had 1imited options hecainse there were not many
factaries and job apportimies and that the hazards posed by sinch industry
was not fully inderstood then, he said.

+Thia tragedy is A lesson for 11s ahont the perils of a firewonrks and
firecrackers industry,+ he said.

He Aaduised A1l parties to stop giving press statements an the tragedy
tn Aavoid confusing the pubtic 1mmtil the Royal Commission of Tnquiry had
completed its report.

The Prime Minister gave assurance that the government wonld help
families of the victims and called on the puhlic to continne donating to
the Simgai Rnloh fire relief fund.

He conveyed his condnlences to familias of the victims.

The Prime Minister, who was briefed on the tragedy and rescue work by
CTD NDirector NDatuk Zaman Khan, also visited victims temporarily hilleted at
the Kampting Rarii Simgai Buloh comminity hatl. —-- Rernama
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