
Country does not need fireworks 

By K.H. Lim 0 
KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - 
The Government will study 
whether to cancel licences 
issued to fireworks factories 
in the country, Datuk Seri 
Dr Mahathir Moham3d said 
today. 

The closure of these fac- 
tories would not affect ttk~ 
national econom 
Prime Minister adde LP . 

Last week’s Sungai Buloh 
fireworks factory tragedy 
highlighted how dangerous 
gstin mdustry could be, 

“It aiso shows how impor- 
tant it is to stop the playing 
of fireworks in the country,” 
&&4ahatmr. told newsmen 

uY 
a visit to the site of 

the 1 l-fated factory of 
Bright Sparklers Sdn Bhd, 
about 20km from here. 

He described the tragedy 
in which 25 people died as a 
lesson not only for the Gov- 
ernment but also for eve 
ghtn the country, hi21 

“a 
in the process that 

Frre~&~!re a dangerous 

Dr Mahathir said the fact 
that the incident occurred 
at the lace of manufacture 
show ex how dangerous the 
situation could be. The dan- 
ger was not onl to those 
who made them g ut also to 
those who sold or transport- 
ed them, he said. 

“While we have been 
strict in sto ping imports, 
we now fin c? that we have 
factories in our own back- 
yard. 

“Even though such fac- 
tories produce items mainly 
for e 
is sol locally.” Dr Mahathir ? 

ort, surely a portion 

said. - 
The Prime Minister felt 

that the country does not 
need such industries. 

“These fireworks are 
main1 exported to ad- 
vance g countries. I suspect 
that these countries do not 
like such industries to be 
located there. Not that they 
do not know how to make 
tE$t;umthey prefer to un- 

“I’m confident that our . 
economic growth will not be 
affected if we do not have 
such industries. “I hope this is a lesson not 

industry, says PM 
only to the Government but 
also to everyone in the com- 
munity that firecrackers. 
whether made locally 0’ 

The Prime Minister ex 
pressed his condolences to 
victims and their families, 
pledging that the Govern- 
ment would continue pro- 
viding aid to them. 

He noted that the public 
had also generously donat- 
ed to a fund set up for the 
victims. 

Dr Mahathir arrived at 
the site about 2.59pm and 
spent more than an hour 
inspectm 

d 
it. He was briefed 

by CID rector Datuk Za- 
man Khan, Selangor deputy 
police chief Asst Commis- 
sioner Tuffile Nawab Din 
and officials from the Chem- 
istry and Welfare Depart- 
me&s. 

He later visited the Sun- 
gai Buloh community hall, 
where some of the victims 
He staying temporarily. 

He said the licence to the 
Bright Sparklers factory 
was issued in 1973 when 
there were not many indus- 
tries or job opportunities in 
the country. 

The Government was not 
SO;!X! then, he said. 

a&i thir made a refer- 
ence to his visit to Macau in 
the 1960s. During the visit, 
he noticed that workers in 
fireworks factories there 
were supplied with the ex- 
plosives to work at home. 

“This was certainly dan- 
” he said. Since the 

?%$%a1 expertise (of the 
ill-fated factory) was also 
from Macau, it was there- 
fore not surprising that 
there was not much empha- 
sis on safety at the factory. 
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On the total ban on fire- 
crackers and fireworks, he 
said everyone now reahsed 
its significance. 

“If fireworks and :fire- 
crackers are permitted, 
there will be a need to make 
them, store them and trans- 
port them. 

“I hope this will not be- 
come a political issue. Peo- 
ple dying in a tragedy is not 
a pohtical issue.” 

On the legality of the fac- 
tory and the contradictory 
statements made by various 
authorities, the Prime Min- 
ister said the matter was 
now best left to the Royal 
Commission of Inquiry. 

“We should now stop 
making any more state- 
ments on this. My statement 
today is only on the lessons 
we can learn from this trag- 
edy.” 

On the dangers of fire- 
works sold in shops, the 
Prime Minister related his 
experience when he was a 
doctor at the Alor Star Gen- 
eral Hospital. 

“There was an explosion 
once at a shop in Jalan Pek- 
an Melayu which sold a type 
of firecrackers which would 
explode when flung on the 
floor. 

“I know first-hand how 
bad the injuries can be. I 
had to operate on some of 
the survivors. 

“This type of firecrackers 
was also recently given to 
my children. I confiscated 
them when I saw themr 
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