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KUATLA TUMPUR, May 17 (Rernama) -- The visa requirement for Malaysians
making social visits to the Crech and Slouvak Repihlic has heen 1ifted with
the signing of a partial visa aholition agreement hetween the tuwo countries
here ftoday. '

Prime Minisfer Datuk Seri Dr Maha.h1»*MﬁhnmaJ Aan
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counterpart ., Dr Marian Calfa; thessed the sigming after leading their
respective sides for hilateral talks at the Prime Minister's Office here.

Foreign Minister Datuk Ahdnllah Ahmad Radawi and the Czech and Slouak
Deputy Foreign Minister Martin Palons signed the +Partial Visa Abolition
Agreement+.

Rriefing rpporforq later, Foreign Ministry Deputy Secretary General
(1), Datnk Ahcdul Halim A11, said the agreement wonld lead to more exchandges
of vicits and economic cooperation hetween the peoples of the two
conntries.

+Prior to this, all Malaysians going to Czechoslovakia required a
visa,+ he said. Under the agreement, Malaysians going the repubhlic for
sncial visits of up o {Three months no tonger need a‘visa. -- more
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NDatuk Ahdnl Halim explained that the agreement was +partial+ hecause a
tatal abolition agreement wonld Allow a person to visit the country for any
lenath of time withont a visa and to seek emplovment withont a permit.

He said the two governments were working on agreements on the avoidance
of douhle taxation and investment guarantee which they hoped o sign soon.

NDatuk Seri Nr Mahathir and Dr Calfa earlier met for 30 minutes and
exchanged views on varions issnes including ways to improve hilateral ties.

Nr calfa outlSned several areas for possihle Maldysian investment in
the repuiblic 1ike steel, engineering products, farm machinery and power
aeneration, Datuk Ahdul Halim said. ] '

The country was interasted to buy peftrolenm and to continute importing
nalnural ruhher from Malaysia which was presently supplyving 40 per cent of
their reguirement . he adderd. -- more

¥17/D5/20-03MST

R GE 17-05F 0®124 FAGHKS o \
Aaa the
Mahathir-Czech 3 Kuala lampur

The volume of trade hetween the two countries for last vear totalled
Abont $70 million with Malaysia exporting goods worth $4Q 5 million, mainty
cride natural ruhhaer.

Nr Catlfa told Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir that fhp rppnh11r wAas seeking to
join the European Commimity and it expected fo sign an agreement for
Associate status soon, NDatuk Abdul Halim said.

He added: +Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir recognised the reason faor them

maﬁfing to join the EC bt he expressed hope that the country wonld nse its
"influence to ensure that the EC worldd nnf he protectionist.
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At A press conference afterwards, Dr Calfa elaharated on the Czech and
Slaovak offer to promote trade ties.

He said his country offered technology to bnild mini-hvdro power plants
and he noted that Malaysia shower positive reaction to it.

Hics connmtry was also willing to participate in turnkey projectas and
supply constriction material and transportation technology tao Malaysia, he
acddead.

Nr Calfa said his country wished to sell light aircraft, trucks, buses
and ships and it was considering importing Malaysian crude oi1 and
alactrical goods.

Dr Calfa, who was earlier dranted an andience hy the Yang di-Pertnan
Agong Snltan Azlan Shah, said his Majesty accepted an invitation extended
hy Czech and Slovak President Vaclay Havel to visit the coimtry. -- Rernama
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