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KUAT.A T.UMPUR, May 18, (Rernama) —-- NAtuk Seri Nr Mahathir Mohamad, in

reasponse to linited States Vice-President NDan Quavle's assertion that any
economic aronpinag that excludes the US would be +coimter-productive+,
pointed ont todav that the Furopean Comminity is also withont the US.

+The FC is Also without the United States. Tf we like, we can have a
world economic arouping,+ the Prime Minister said.

+A world economic aronping means no resftriction on trade. We would 1ike
to have nao restriction on trade.+

NDatuk Seri Dr Mahathir was answering reporters' auestions after bhidding
“farewell to his Czech and Slovak Federal Repiuthlic counterpart, Nr Marian
Calfa, at Carcaosa Seri Negara, here. Nr Calfa who arrived vesterdav later
lTeft for. Pnlan Pinang.

Asked whether Malavsia wonld consider US involvement 1in the
MAaTlavysia-proposed Fast Asia EFconomic Group (FAEG) following the IS
Vice-Presicdent's atatement, NDatuk Seri Dr Mahathir said it was not for him
fo decide.

+AseAan wonld have to consider the statement .+ he said. -- more
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Tn A hriefing for Asian ionrnalists prior to his fourth trip tao Asia in
Washington on Thursday, Vice-~President Quayle, in reference to the FRAEG,
had said that an Asian economic arouping that excluded the United States
wonltd he +counter-productive+ and that the UUS did not welcome the idea of
heinag excluded from participatinag in any kind of economic development
talks. - :

Asked whether he thouaht Encik Quavie's statement was arroagant, the
Prime Minister said: +T have no opinion.+

On reports quating Fncik Quayle as thanking several Asean teaders for
rejecting the Malaysian proponsal, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir said as far he
knew, Aall the Asean leaders suppported the propasal.

+May he there are thinas T don't know+, he said. -- Rernama
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