Cabinet approves OPP report

By Wong Chun Wai

KUCHING, Wed. — The
Cabinet approved in prin-
ciple today the Second
Outline Perspective Plan
(OPP) which will form the
basis of the new pro-
gramme to replace the
New Economic Policy.
The Prime Minister
said the OPP proposals, in
which the interests of Ma-
laysians of all races had
been considered, were

unanin:ously accepted by
Cabinet-members.

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said that during
the five-hour meeting
here, Cabinet members
brought up several mat-
ters on the OPP but gener-
ally everyone was satis-
fied with the proposals.

“We have taken into ac-
count the views of all Cab-
inet members who repre-
sent the various races and
parties,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said the
Cabinet would at its next
meeting brush up parts of
the OPP report.

He said the redrafted
copy would contain cer-
tain minor amendments
that the Cabinet had
agreed to today and that
the report would be for-
mally approved next
week.

Some changes would be
made to the wordings to
ensure accuracy.

The report, which was
prepared by the Econom-
ic Planning Unit in the
PM's Department, had
taken into account the
country’s economy and its
projected growth, he said.

He said that the EPU
had also considered the
views of the National Eco-
nomic Consultative Coun-
cil and that the Cabinet
had decided to include
certain aspects of its re-
port into the OPP report.

He said that the thrust
of the OPP would be to
help realise the vision of a
developed Malaysia by
the year 2020.

“Development pro-
grammes will be acceler-
ated with equal emphasis
on national unity,” he
said.

Dr Mahathir said that
he would table the propos-
als in Parliament next
month while Transport
Minister and MCA presi-
dent Datuk Seri Dr Ling
Liong Sik would second it.

(The new policy on the
economy, to be called the
New Development Plan,
will be for 10 years).

The Prime Minister also
sought the co-operation of
the mass media for posi-
tive reports on the matter.

Stressing the impor-
tance of a united Malay-
sia, he said the country
was a multi-racial one and
that compromise was an
important element in re-
solving any issue.

“We should not just
think of our own needs
and interests but also
those of the other races as
well,” he said.

He also said the Cabinet
had decided that the
MCA'’s proposed cultural
city project would no
longer be debated in the
media.

He expressed confi-
dence that the matter
could be resolved within
the Cabinet without any
- publicity that could lead
to misunderstandine
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