) GR 24-05 Q0184 FAGG® ‘ S

AAe
Mahathir-Sarauwnak &)

. bm Y
MTRT, MAay 24, [Rernama) -- Prime Miniater Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamac

said today he was imnressecd with the rapid development in Sarawak and itsa
nrogreas has now surpaased that of come of the ather states.

He said the state was very backward when it jinst achieved indapendenne
through Matavsia but now develapment was rnot only visihle in Kuching city
but in the nther touns As well . T ) - "

The touns were now cleanar and mare arcderly with wide sealed roads. he
told A press conference at the end of his four-day official wvigit to
Sarawak which covered Kuching, Rintulu and the Muln National Park here.

Thea Prime Minister who descrihed his trip this time around as the
Tangest he had macle to Sarawak, said he was ahle tao have a aonod took at the
state's nrograss and feel the peonla's friendliness and happiness.

He commended the state government for willing ta spend its oun funds +o

implement development activities instead of waiting for federal arants.--
more
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Accnrding ta the Prime Minieter, thia may he hecanse fﬁq Sarawak
nnwnrnmpnfvhad hhoe financial aoimnnrecs bt other states like Sahah
alan had anch FQQ;HPDQQ; ware not as nrogressive as Savawak. .

One reason whu Sarawsk was so develoned was its active construction
1 1y in nroviding facilities for the nennle, said Datuk

which

efforta narticutar

KQeri Nr Mahathir. . ' ; .
Ho aaid he was impressed with development in Rintulu which he 1as

vicited in 19R3, saying that over the nast decade, the +helarhan toum+ had
friirned infa a netro-chemical industrial centre.

According to him, other netrol-hased industrias wonld also he located
in Rintulu ta make fhe toun, the country's largest industrial centre.

He said he was narticnlarly fascinated by the natural beanty and
over-hanainag cliffa as well as the subterrvanean caves in th‘MHTH
Park which Fe dearrihed as a tourist centre with vast potential . -
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Mahathir - Muln 3 Mulu National Park (repeat with- additional

information in para fiue)

The Prime Minister wAac accompanied hy Sarawak Chief Miniater Tan Qri
Abdnl Taib Mahmud and other dignitarias.

Tan Sri Ahdul Taih said the Prime Minister's visit reflected the close
relations bhetuwen the people in Peninasnlar Malavsia and Karaunak.

Natuk Seri Nr Mahathir alan annannced that he would help pay the
aciication exnensaes nf three selected Penan children intil imiversity level.

Flectricity cunply would alan ha extended ta +1.ong Rerawan+ ~- the
1onghonse of the Rerawan residents at +the national park.

L.ocal reasidente nrecsented the Prime Miniater with a +Qumnit Kayvu+ and
NDatnk Seri Datin Paduka Nr Siti Hasmah with A +Terendak+ (conical-shaped
hat). ' o

RFarlier Datuk Seri NDr Mahathir inapected the $R.4 million aerndrame now
pnder ronstruction at the National Park.

The nrajiect was achedulad for completion in April next year and wonld
enahle Twin Otter airaraft to ferry nassengers from Miri to Miln within 30
minutes.

Datuk Keri NDr Mahathir 1oft by helicapter for Miri for Friday prayers.
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According to him, the existing agnod rannart between the neonle in the
atate and in Pendinsular Malavsia augured well for the future af the country
and Sarawak's,relations with the other atates. ' '

On the Penana, he caid the tribe conld not be 1eft lagaginag hehind
develnpment effarts hecanse thev, fono., deserved a hetter 14fea.

The Prime Miniater aueastioned the motives of certain aroups which
championed the Penan canse hecause they, including Swiss fugitive Rruna
Manser, clearly wished o profit from their stidies an the trihe.

Rriunn Manser had heern reported to have reaped hig profits from hia
lTectures which included ties an the Penans, he added. -~ Rernama
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