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MTRT, May 24 [Rernama) -- Prime Minister NDatuk Seri Dr Mahathir MOEEEEKL
said today powerfunl nations were curhing international Treadom by
irntaerfaring in the affaira aof smaller nations.

He said the hidgaer countries had the tendency to overnower the smaller
ones. ' ’

+Where ia the freedom if what the small countries wanted ta da is
hlocked by them?+ he said. _—

He was commenting on a report released hy the United Natiaons
Nevelopment Proagramme (UNDP) vestearday that categorised Malaysia as having
A 1ow human freedom despite having high levels of human develapment
comparacd with other nations. o ,

The UNDP Human Develanment Report 1991 ranked Malaysia at SRth among KRR
conmtries in the Himan Freedom Tndexaed introdiced for the first time.

Speaking tao newsmen here, tha Prime Miniaster said the report was not
fair as it only tonched on citizens freacdom but not freedom between
cauntries which had hean ieopardisad now. --more.
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He cited as example Malayasia's nrapnsal to form the East Asia Recaonomic
Grouping [(FARG), the idea of which hacd heen ohiected hv certain powearfinl
countries. .

NDatnk Seri Nr Mahathir said it seemed that whatever things small
nations wanted to do miust he referred tn them. _ :

+8n where ia demacracy?+ the Prime Miniater asked, adding that Malaysia
Adid not claim to bhe a nower hint it was alear that +they are a npowrr in the
Area . + .

He said there was definitely human freedom in Malaysia but naot that fo
riot in the streets and born honses. :

He Aalso questioned the freedom practised hy the international press
which nesard to hilack opt anything he said that was factnal and vet they
contd write dirty thinags ahout Malaysia which could not he renlied
bark . ——morea.
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The Prime Miniaster caid the people in the country now was auite hanpy
with their freedom and asked whether there was any freedom when the
colonialiatas ritaed this canntry.

+Nid they allow ns to alect onr representatives? Bt the moment we .
ruled ourselves they talked ahout freedom,+ the Prime Minister caid, adding
that in the past the colonialists used to arrest people and did not give
Fhem any say in the governing of this country.

+Qnddenty when we bhecome independent they anestion our freedom,+ he
Aadded. X ..

PNatuk Seri NDr MahatFir said in certain western country the immigrante
o were not of the same rcolonr as theirs wonld not have any freedom and
inatead were opnrassed. :

He aaid the aborigines in Australia were hadly treated and were +used
to he shot 1ike doas+ whitle in this country the ahorigines were well-1nn0ked
after and pravided with gooad health and medical care. -- more.
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+The Australian aborigines hauve no education, dying, conatantly being
‘arreated and put in iail. Altheongh thedir popnlation is 9ma11; their nimber
in Australian nrisans is much bigoser and they always hang themseluas in
thare, + he added. ' . '

The Prime Miniatern said the foreiagners thaught they could run this
conntry hettar than Malaysians hut they could not even run their oun
country.,

NDatuk S[eri Dr Mahathir said a foreign news magazine, The Rconomist
renorted that the national car Proton Saga was A JApanese nAar hit then the
Rritiash had hean exporfing .Jananese-macle Nissan cars as Rritish-mace.

He said one Jﬂpanagq—madd car called +Honda legend+ which was imported
hy Rritain had bheen hranded as +Sterling.+

The Prime Minister also said the: Rritish was trving to run doun
Malaysia'a industry by importing Japanese technology.--Rernama.
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