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MIRI, Fri. -&fans are un- 
derway to turn the Mulu 
National Park with its fas- 

_ ._ He said Mr Manser had 

cinating caves into an in- 
ternational tourist attrac- 
tion. 

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathi 
-a-n2 Mohamad said to ay 

%&%EZwere the best 
in the world and has enor- 
mous potential to draw 
tourists from all over the 
world. 

He hooed environmen- 
:alists would not object to 
the Government’s efforts 
to turn the caves into a 
tourist attraction as it 
would be undemocratic to 
let the caves be accessible 
only to a small group who 
could afford to go there. 

The Prime Minister, 
who spent a night at the 
park yesterday, said he 
hoped the Penans and 
Beratians would be able 
to earn a living from tour- 
ism at Mulu. 

On the Penan issue, he 
hoped environmental 
groups would not disrupt 
the Government’s good 
intentions to raise their 
living standards. 

“There is no difference joy the benefits of devel- Brooke who had been fol- 
between the Penans and opment. lowing in Mr Manser’s 
other people. It is just Dr Mahathir said the 
that they live in the jun- 

fqotsteps. 
Government would ex- Dr Mahathir said Mr 

gles and they have their 
own set of values and cul- 

pose the attempts of peo- Manser had come to Ma- 

ture,” he said. 
ple such as Swiss fugitive laysia to stay with the 
Bruno Manser who had 

The Penans, he added, 
Penans to study the tribe 

should not be deprived of 
been spreading lies about and after gathering infor- 

their rights to change 
the country. mation he needed, had 

The Government had 
their lifestyle and to en- 

gone overseas to bad- 
also detected one Anthony mouth Malaysia. 

been giving lectures in 
the comforts of Switzer- 
land where “hot and cold 
running water” were 
available while making 
money for himself. 

Dr Mahathir said it was 
not right to treat the Pen- 
ans as a subject of anthro- 
pological studies. 

Yesterday, the Prime 
Minister visited a group 
of Penans at the Mulu Na- 
tional Park where he was 
accorded a traditional 
welcome. 

He was greeted by a 
group of Berawan and 
Penan elders who pre- 
sented him with a blow- 
pipe, and his wife, Datuk 
Seri Dr Siti Hasmah, with 
a headgear. 

On the PBDS-PBB rela- 
tionship, Dr Mahathir, 
who is also the Barisan 
chairman, hoped the par- 
ties would be able to work 
together. 

He said bickering be- 
tween the parties would 
not bring any benefits and 
that it was better for the 
PBDS to accept reality 
and to cornnmmi~~ 
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