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The United Nations De- 
velopment Programme 
report which said Malay- 
sia had a “low level of hu- 
man freedom” was made 
in the interest of certain 
groups to smear the coun- 
try’s image, Datuk Seri 
Dr Mahathir MohamaQ 
said today. 

The Prime Minister 
said he was ouzzled bv the 
nature of {he repoA as 
UNDP had never publi- 
cised such reports in the 
past. 

“Who are they (UNDP) 
to say that they can assess 
human rights? How do 
they do it (measuring val- 
ues of human freedom)?” 
asked Dr Mahathir after 
chairing an Umno Su- 
preme Council meeting. 

“I do not see any pur- 
pose nor do I know why 
the report was pub- 
lished ” he said. 

Dr ‘Mahathir said the 
agency had made a “fan- 
tastic accusation” by say- 
ing that Israel had a high- 
er level of human free- 
dom than Malaysia. 

“They (the Israelis) 
murder and dispossess 
Arabs of their homes apd 
these are the people that 
the report is praising. 

“If they (UNDP) think 
that Israel is better than 
us, they should go there 
(to Israel),” he said. 

On the question of free- 
dom and rights, Dr Ma- 
hathir cited as an example 
a European country which 
he said permitted sexual 
freedom for children at 
the age of 12. 

“Is this why we are 
worse off in terms of hu- 
man rights? Is this how 
they (UNDP) value hu- 
man rights?” he asked. 

The UNDP Human De- 
velopment Report 1991 
released on Thursday 
ranked Malaysia 55th 
among 88 countries in the 
Human Freedom Index. 
The report also praised 
Malaysia for having a 
high level of human de- 
velopment. 

He said such reports, 
which curbed internation- 
al freedom in Asia, rarely 
focused on European 
countries. 

“This has led me to be- 
lieve there are racial sen- 
timents when such re- 
ports are made,” he said. 
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