PM: Condos
to be way of

city liyihig ™

KUALA LUMPUR, Frl —
Condominiums will be the
way of living in the city in
future and those wanting to
enjoy the privacy of a bun-
galow will have to own such
homes outside Kuala Lum-
pur, the Prime Minister said
today.

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir

said e Govern-
ment would continue to al-
low condominiums to be
built so that the people who
work in Kuala Lumpur can
tive comfortably in the city
while paying for their own
security and recreational fa-
cilities.

He said the rich who want
to live in bungalows with
large areas of land can bhuild
them outside city limits sim-
ilar to country homes in the
developed countries.

“We will allow condomin-
iums with modern and so-
phisticated facilities be-
cause if more and more
people live in bungalows
outside city limits and trav-
el to work, we will be faced
with worsening traffic con-
gestion,” he told reporters
after chairing the first meet-
ing of the Cabinet commit-
tee formed to look into the
development of Kuala Lum-
pur.

He said the bungalows
outside city limits should be
used as countryside homes.
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Dr Mahathir said it must
be remembered that the
population of the city was
mcreasing rapidly and if
bungalows were allowed to
be built, there would be fur-
ther land constraints, add-
ing to the existing shortage
of land within the city. ‘

He said condominiums
would be better managed
and owners would have to
pay for their own security
and recreational facilities.

“This would reduce Gov-
ernment expenditure in pro-
viding for these facilities.

“People who live in bun-
galows in the city have com-
plained that others living in
high-rise buildings intrude
into their privacy by the use
of telescopes.

“People living in Kuala
Lumpur must realise that
there are hazards of city liv-
ing and if they want such
comfortable homes, they
can do so outside the city.”

Dr Mahathir said the Gov-
ernment could not give a
full guarantee on privacy.

He also said the Govern-
ment would take steps to
prevent developers from us-
ing foreign names for condo-
miniums and housing es-
tates.

The Prime Minister said it
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must be made clear that
condominiums were not
meant only for the higher
income groups, adding that
they should be within the
reach of the middle income
group as well.

“Those who cannot afford
it must remember they have
to live that way unless they
can work harder and derive
more income in order to be
able to live more comfort-
ably.

“The Government will
control the prices of condo-
miniums but they cannot be
too lowly prices because
then even squatters will be
able to live in condomini-
ums,” he said.

He said there was also a
proposal to establish re-
stricted zones whereby mo-
torists entering these areas
would have to pay a fee.

He said this proposal was
being looked into although
it was made several years
ago.

On the squatter problem,

Dr Mahathir said the Gov-
ernment had feelings to-
wards its people and did not
want to take harsh action.

“We always give quit no-
tices and even pay compen-
sation but these squatters
who had been directed to
vacate chose not to do so.

“In some countries, those
squatter homes are demol-
ished without compensa-
tion.

“Here, we even build long
houses for the squatter fam-
ilies but some choose to con-
tinue to live in their existing
huts,” he said.

When asked what would
Kuala Lumpur be like when
Malaysin achieved its vision
2020 and attained the status
of a developed country, Dr
Mahathir said he could fore-
see the ; ation’s capital city
being beautiful, clean and
having a good transporta-
tion system.

“We will see a city that is
occupied by responsible
people who earn good in-
comes and who do not litter
the streets.” he said.

He said Kuala Lumpur
should not be like some cit-
ies in developed countries
which were dirty.

Dr Mahathir said City
Hall would be preparing a
giant-sized map indicating
the developed areas and ar-
eas identified for develop-
ment to help authorities
overcome the various prob-
lems including congestion.

He said from the map, the
authorities would know im-
mediately which road has to
be widened or which area
has to be immediately devel-
oped.

Dr Mahathir said the peo-
ple in the city must be pre-
pared to pay for the facili-
ties provided.

“The Government has to
spend $1 billion just to pro-
vide infrastructure for the
city.

“If the people do not pay,
the Government has to sub-
sidise. Those who live in big
towns would have to pay
more for the facilities,” he
said.
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