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KCALA 1,LJMPUR. &t’ 
Dar&_Seri Dr Ma& ir Mo- 

Y?d hamad sard Pas was alre y 
&using+ts power as shown 
by the party‘s ban against 
three newspapers from cov- 
ering its general assembly. 

The Prime Minister said 
the party was doing it even 
though it was not in power. 

“If it forms the Federal 
Goverrzent. it will proba- 
blv clcse ciorvn all the news- 
papers and ali of you will be 
out of jobs,” Dr Mahathir 
told reporters who burst out 
laughing. 

Dr Mahathir was asked to 
comment on the ban im- 
posed on the New Straits 
Times, Be&a Harian and 
Utusan Malaysia. Earlier, 

Dr Mahattnr opened the 
Merdeka Studio Complex of 
the National Film Develop- 
ment Corporation. 

Pas was abusing its power 
even at its own general as- 
semblv. he said. 

Dr Mahathir added that 
everytime the Federal Gov- 
ernment provided develop- 
ment aid to rural areas, in- 
cluding Pas-controlled 
areas, Pas leaders would tell 
the people that the party 
had managed to force the 
Federal Government to pro- 
vide the assistance. 

“Thev have been telling 
the people to continue to 
vote for Pas since the neonle 
can benefit from thehe;el- 
opment aid and infrastruc- 

tural development provided 
by the Barisan Nasional 
Government. 

“Thev have turned devel-’ 
opment into a political is- 
sue. 

“In Kelantan, they have 
removed the penghulu and 
replaced them with those 
who subscribe to Pas ideolo- 
gy, and they expect the Gov- 
ernment to trust these new 
people to implement Gov- 
ernment programmes in- 
cluding distributing ferti- 
lisers.” 

How could the Govern- 
ment hand over such re- 
sponsibility to people who 
were chosen to spread and 
strengthen Pas ideology? he 
asked. 
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