
Govt to review policy 
on foreign doctors 

By SHARIFFHAMID :. . 
THE Government will review its 
policy on foreign doctors workiog 
lnthecouatry,allowingthemto 
work in private hospitals and 
even set up their own practices. 
The move is aimed at alleviating 
theshortageofdoctorsiaboththe 
public and private sectors. 

I 
t / > 

the high fees charged by private people. Of this fii ~,800. are 
doctors working in the private 
sector. 

At present, the policy allows 
them to serve only in government 
hospitals. 

PrimeMlnisterdMukQQiDr 
Mahathir l&ham&3 said a * 
tailed study will be undertaken to 
look into the regulatiom pertain- 
ing to the employment of foreign 
doctors. It is likely that ceztain 
restrictions will be imposed to 
safeguard the later@ of local 
do&m. 

Datuk Sri Dr Mahathir said 

hospit& and cl&s haie-result- 
ed in people flooding government 
hospitals which are already fac- 
lng a shortage of doctors. 

Speaking to reporters after 
opening the Second Obstetrics 
and Gyoaecology Congmss in %I- 
bang Jaya yesterday, the Prime 
Minister said lucrative offers 
made by the private sector have 
lured many doctors from govern- 
ment hospitals. 

Thk3 is despite the fact that var- 
ious facilities and incentivea have 
been provided to encourage them 
to continue to serve the public 
sector, he added. 

At present, thee are 7,000 doc- 
tom in the contry, with each dot- 
tor serviug a population of 2,500 

” 

On the possibility of iuxeas@ 
the pay for government doctors, 
Datuk Seri Dr hfahathir said the 
Government cannot do so all the 
time as there are many 
constraints. 

‘Ifweweretoimxeaaetheir 
pag,wealsohaveto&reasethe 
pay of employees in other se&Ma. 
Thisisoneofthereasonawhywe 
cannot compete with the pay of- 
fered by the private sector,” he 
said. 

Earlier, Datuk Sari Dr Ma- 
hathir said medical specialists 
must keep abreast of latest devel- 
opments in their respective ffelds 
to ensure they are capable of px~ 
viding their beat to pltlents. 
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