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‘Aim is to sustain-growth

THE Sixth Malaysia Plan,
1991-95 is the first phase in
the implementation of the
Second Outline Perspective
Plan (OPP2),1991-2000,
which embodies the National
Development Policy (NDP).
The main thrust of the Sixth
Malaysia Plan is to sustain
the growth momentum and
manage it successfully so as
to achieve the objective of
balanced development as
enunciated in the NDP.

Managing success means
finding solutions tg issues
which have emerged as a re-
sult of the rapid growth of the
economy. The fundamental
issues that are dedlt with in
the Sixth Plan are related to
the challenge of sustaining
the growth process which the
country has been enjoying
since the rapid recovery fol-
lowing the recession in 1985-
86. Due to rapid growth gen-
erated by high levels of
private sector activity and
the rapid expansion of manu-
facturing for exports, the re-
quirements for higher quality
labour and better infrastruc-
ture to cope with the needs of
a modern economy have be-
come more urgent.

In addition, there are aso
higher expectations from our
increasingly affuent society
not only for wider access to

ublic services but also for

etter standards of such ser-

vices. With modernisation
and urbanisation, these ex-
pectations will surely in-
crease farther in the future.

Tke development pro-
grammes in the Sixth Plan
are aimed at meeting these

requirements as expeditious-
ly as possible through much
higher levels of public sector
expenditure in the transport,
communications, energy,
education and health sectors.
Although the resource pros-
pects in the next years indi-
cate that the country’s export
earnings and Government
revenue can sustain the pro-
posed investments, it is es-
sential to ens'ure that these
expenditures are kept within
prudent limits so as not to
alow the externa and public
sector deficits to go beyond
tr;e levels projected in the
Plan.

Careful management of the
budget. both on the expendi-
tureas well as on the revenue
side, will continue to be im-
portant for successful eco-
nomic management in the
1990s.

In the recent past, the
strategy of private sector-led
growth had pushed us to a
higher level of economic suc-
cess. As a continuation of this
approach, this Plan has en-
trusted a much bigger role
for the private sector to gen-
erate growth. The private
sector is aso expected to play
an active role in the restruc-
turing of society by contrib-
uting to the objective of
growth with equity.

The private sector must re-
main strong and dynamic to
meet the Increasingly com-
petitive environment. On the
part of the Government, it
will continue with its policy of
productive partnership with
the private sector in line with
the Malaysia Incorporated
concept.

The Sixth Plan places
great emphasis on increasing
productivity in the agricul-
ture sector, expanding the
base of our industrialisation
and deepening the structure
of production through
strengthening linkages and
accelerating science and
technologica development.

In the-process of ‘develop-
ment, the Sixth Plan also out-
lines the programmes for the
protection of the environment
and ecology so as to maintain
the long-term sustainability
of the country’s resources
and development.

In our unrelenting drive for
growth, we must not lose
sight of the distributiona as-
|oects of development. As out-
ined in the Plan, our efforts
to achieve growth with equity
will continue. The focus of
strategy in the restructurin
of society will shift towar
qualitative improvements in
order to develop a more
meaningful and more perma
nent participation of the
Bumiputera in the industria
and commercia sectors of
the economy.

In this regard, the develop-
ment of human resources will
continue to be given greater
emphasis. Darticularly for
the’ lower’ income groups as
this will bring about opportu-
nities for them to move into
the modern sectors of the
economy in order to earn
higher income.

Our economic policy and
development are designed to
bring about greater national
unity and socia cohesion. It
will undoubtedly, provide sol-
id foundation in our quest for

the continued success of the
nation and in maintaining our
sef confidence and nationa
pride. In this regard, Malay-
sians must continue to strive
to build a united, just and
caring society as well as a
stable, progressive and pros-
perousE) n%tég;. We n?]ust ogld
ways be r to put the g
ofa){he nation above self and
sectarian interest. By so do-
ing we will actualy be serv-
ing ourselves in the long
term. Self-interest may
short-term gain but in the
long run the selfish citizen
will suffer. If we succed in
doing this, our goal of making
Maaysa a developed nation
by the year 2020 will become
a redity.

Finally, I would like to
place on record my apprecia
tion to those who were in-
volved in the preparation of
this Plan, in particular, the
National Development Plan-
ning Committee. The Plan
has benefited from the con-
tributions of the various Gov-
ernment agencies and the
private sector as wel as in-
ternational organisations.
This Plan has aso taken into
consideration, to a large ex-
tent, the views of al Malay-
sians who have provided the
Government with broader in-
sights into the political, eco-
nomic and socia realities,
and the aspirations and the
needs of our multiracial soci-
ety. | hope such a spirit of co-
operation will continue and
be further strengthened in the
years ahead. | would like to
cal upon al Maaysians to
extend their cooperation to
make this Plan a success.
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