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SmHAH ALAM, July 16?”( Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Mahathir

Mohamad _has said that the opening of the Proton-engine and tramsmission
plant is a starting point towards the production of essential conponents
requi ring expertise and high technol ogy.

He said that by introducing that division of the vital comonent
i ndustry which involved a huge capital, Mlaysia would bé able to
nonopol i se the machining field, another inportant aspect in its
industrialisation process.

The success woul d enable the country to nove towards capability in
casting and forging, two basic processes that woul d conpl enent the
production and engineering aspects, he added. _ o _ _

. Thereafter, Mal aysia woul d be capable of producing.ail its engineering
parts, he said when |aunching the 300,800th unit of the Proton Saga and
opening the Proton engine and transm ssion plant here today.

He was confident that the forging and casting industries, still.not
fully devel oped, woul d become nore viable when Mal aysia was capabl e of
notching high volume of production. -- nore
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He said that the governnent would continue to provide encouragenent to
assi st the devel opment' of such strategiccrrojects and ot her support
industries |ike the manufacturing of nould and dies.

Initially, Malaysia would need to acquire foreign technology, provide
training and enter into technical‘ agreements, he added.

Such neasures were required to inprove productivity and to further
pronot e the manufacturing system and techniques as an initial step towards
achieving the objective of nmaking Ml aysia an industrialised nation.

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir called on local entrepreneurs and forejgn
investors to jointly ensure the success of the sector because the transfer
of technol ogy would not take place if all concerned were not determned to
acquire the technol ogy.

At the function, the Prine Mnister planted a cinnanon tree in the
conpound of the plant. He later toured all production sections.

He was acconpani ed by International Trade and Industry M nister Datuk
Seri Rafidah Aziz, Mnister in the Prime Minister's Department Syed Hamid

Albar and Selangor Menteri Besar Tan Sri Muhammad Haji Muhammad Taib. --
Ber nanma B
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