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NJALA LUMPUR, July 18 (Bernama) -- Emphasis will be given to the

physical, mental and spiritual development oi??en as--thecount++-s_,
most-important human resource, Prime Ministe

c
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat_hQ_M&.ar&d

.saidtoday. ___--  --

Special attention would be given to the disadvantaged or unfortunate in
the government effort which would include moulding their moral and ethical
values, he added.

+ChiIdren represen-t the country's wealth and that of the family.
they need special care and

Being
the highest asset and highly vulnerable,
attention,+ he said at the signing of the World:Declaration  on the
Survival, Protection and Development of Children at the Putra World Trade
Centre (PWTC) here.
Children need .to be equipped with education, sk.ills and positive values

of life as +they are the generation that will take our place in future-I-,  he
added.

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir said l-he government would' draw up policies,
strategies and programmes to upgrade developmet of children and youth under
the National Development Policy. -L more

V18/07/12-48MST
R GE 18-07 00186 EA533

. -

aae the
Mahathir - Children 2 Kuala Lumpur

Malaysia would prepare a National ,4ction Pi&before the end of the .'
year to implement the comr~~itment-s  contained in,.the Declaration signed
toda'y,he added. , .:

A high-level meeting on the proposed plan'would be chaired by the Prime
Minister's wife, Datuk Seri Datin Paduka Dr Siti Hasmah Mohamed Ali.

Datuk Seri D,r Mahathir said the country's literacy rate increased from
66.psr cent in 1970 to about 79 percent 'last y,ear while the infant

mortality rate declined frorn 39.4 deaths for every 1,000 births in 1970 to,)
1.3.5 last year. .,

He also said although social ills in the country.had not reached the
critical stage, early preventive action must be taken be'fore major social,
problems affected the children and destroy their lives.
These social iJ7s range from child abuse, exploitation of children, the

problsm,.of vagrant children and sale of bab'ies 'to youth problems like
crime, alcohol consumpti  cm, cigarette-smoking and dadah.abuse. and mental
problems and suicides due to the pre,ssures of living and AIDS. -- more
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Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir said Malaysia was fortunate as the children did
not suffer from calamities like wars, earthquakes, typhoons, famine and
hunger .

+-We should be grateful as our children need not live by the roadside or
be sold for their organs,+ he added.
All programmes involving children would be continued and in :fact in

the last fjve years they have been intensified like the Heliatitis R'and
Rubella immunisation programrnes, costing $20 mGllion, and poverty
eradication programmes costing $315 million, he said.
He added that Malaysia was also prepared to, cooperate at the

international level to facilitate, tiorld efforts,.rp,garding child- protection
and development, especially in the less developed na,tions.
He later told reporters that .ths proposed National .Act‘ion PJan would

concentrate on the welfare of children, especially the poor and abused.
The government wOIjl(1 also take steps to check the spread of AIDS in the

country. -- more
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I.Iatuk Seri 3r Mahathir j s among 71 heads of'government who have signed
the Declaration since the Worid Summit Conference on Children in New York
on last Sepi- 30.

The signing ceremony was witnessed by the United Nations Children's
Fund (UNICEF) Deputy director, Dr Richard Jolly, and a group of children.

Dat uk Seri. Dr Mahathir and Datuk Seri Datin Paduka Dr Sit1 Hasmah later
cut a cake and distributed pjeces to the children.
Present at the function were National Unity and Community Development

Mjnister, Datuk Napsiah (Imar-, Economic Planning Unit Director-general,
Datuk Mohnmed,Sheriff Mohamed Kassim, children and parents. -- Fernama
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