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Mahat hir- Australia (rptn i nserting drogped word Mohamad in intro)

KUALA LUMPUR, July 19 (Bernama) -- Malayqxa w Il not seek an apol ogy
fromAustralia over their strained relations whenAustralian Foreign
Minister Gareth Evans calls on Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad
here for talks.

+I'm not looking for an apology or anything like that. W want to talk
| -hat's all,+ Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir told reporters after opening the 24th
Asean M nisterial Meeting at the pPutra Wirld Trade Centre here today.

He said Australian Prime Mnister Bob Hawke had witten to him
explaining that Encik Evans would be neeting him as his personal envo¥

Dat uk Seri Dr Mahathir said he was not setting pre-conditions for e
nmeeting but woul d be keeping an open m nd.

Rel ati ons between the two countries were strained following criticisnms
made by the Australian nmedia against Malaysia. -- nore
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The date for the neeting has not been reveal ed but Encik Evans wil|
arrive here tonorrow to attend the three-day Post Mnisterial Conference'
(PMC) With Asean Foreign Minsters who began their. two-day meeting today.

Asked if he was hoping for a positive outcone fromthe neeting, Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir said: +Well, when you talk,: you will always hope that you
can achi eve sonethi ng+.

The Prime M nister declined to describe the 1atest state of relations
bet ween Australia and Ml aysi a beyond saying:. +We are nenbers of the
Commonweal t h+. _

On his scheduled talks with y.s. Secretary of State James Baker, Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir said, anong other things, they wduld discuss bilatera
EEkEé;OnS and Nhlay5|a s stand on the proposed East Asia Econom c G oup

He described the ties between the two countries as good but said +as
usual there are differences between friends+.

Commenting on the outcone of the Goup of Seven Industrialised Nations-
(G=7) Sunmit in London, the Prime Mnister said the G 7 should not onl¥ tel
others not to use arnms but they thensel ves should also stop selling mlitary
weapons all over the world. -- Bernama
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