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KOALA LUMIYJR , ,July -19 (Rernama)  - - Malaysia today took issue over the
clef i ni t i on of democracyP  -- and wi t h i t the i ssue of human rights -- whi ch
the developed countries of the West are trying to impose on developing
corlnt ri es of the East .

Prirns Minister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad reiected  the notion that
democracy had only one definition to the ext.ent  that polit ical  systems
q~lalified as being democractic  only when they measured up to c e r t a i n
part i cul ar yardst i cks .

tSimi lar-ly , the norms and precepts for the observance of human rights
vary from society to society and from one period to another within the same
society,+ he said when opening the 24th Asean Ministerial Meeting (AMM)
here.

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir picked up the issue of human rights ahead of
r~esl- week’s Post Ministerial Conference bet-ween Asean and the European
Corrur1~lnit.y  (EC). here at which t-he EC was expected to t.ie up the issue of
trade , investment and finance with the human rights record of the member
count.ries  of the Association of South East Asi.an N,ations. The EC had taken
s11c.h a stand at its meeting with Asean in Luxembourg in May.

The Prime Minister described the linkage betiueen  the two issues as new
forms o f  condit ional i t ies  and protectionjsm.  --  more
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It was difficult not t-o perceive the m o t i v a t i o n s for l inking the two as
p o l i t i c a l  a n d  s e l f - s e r v i n g ,  h e  s a i d .

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir spoke of attempts by some laboui- groups in the
Ilnited States to have Malaysia’s trade privileges.under  the Generalised
System of  Preferences (GSP) w,thdrawn on grounds that. Malaysia had violated
workers ’ r i ght s and -freedom.

He told develc2ped  c o u n t r i e s  t-hat i f  Malaysia ’s  GSP privi.leges  w e r e
t alter] away, there would be reduced investment in t:he country,  throwing
workers of  of  jobs.

Ry the same token, nobody could claim to have. the monopoly of wisdom to
determine what: was right- and proper for a31 countries and’people, he added.

tTt would be condescending,  to say the least, and suspect for the West
to preach human rights to us in the East,+ he ‘said. -- more
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Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir sajd Asean experience had shown that peace and
security as we1 1 as democracy, freedom and‘stabil ity were possible and
s~lstajnabl e on1 y when t.he people were not economicaly  deprived but had a
st.ake i n  t h e  n a t i o n a l  l i f e .

For this reason, Asean countries had rightly placed a high premium on
poljtical  stability by managing a balance between the rights of the
individual and the needs of society as a whole.
This had enabled the region and jts peoples to make great

socio-economic strides as well as enhance the resilience of both,
individually and collectjvely.

The Prime Minister also asked Asean collntries  .to strive for a new worl.d
order that would not mean freedom from the threat of war but a world free
from poverty, hunger and diseases Ilnder which cotlntries and peoples must be
nJJowed to maxjmise thejr- potentials in ways compatjble wjth thejr
historical, cult~lral and national circumstances.. . ‘.
'Turning to the Cambodian confljct to which Asean had concentrated its

energy for well over a decade in finding a solution; Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
reminded the Cpmbodian people that if they did not decide for themselves to
end the country's civil war, ,the other parts of the region and rest of the
world would pass them by. -- more
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+A Cambodia mired jn perpetual turmoil while the other parts of the
region and the world pass them by is a possible scenario, but we wish to
prevent that from happening,+ he added.
Cambodians mllst first find peace among themselves before they could

integrate into the regional life, he said.
Rllt'Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir was inspired by the recent truce declared by

the warrjng factions in Cambodia whjch led to the,formation  of the Supreme
National Council (SNC), a coalition of the warring factions headed by
Prince Norodom Sihanouk .

Leaders of the factions who met in Beijing earlier this week elected
Prince Sjhanouk as chairman of the 12-member SNC. Sihanouk's peace plan
calls for the four factions to disarm and the (Jnited Nations to run
Cambodia with the SNC representing national soveriegnty.

+We welcome this and we hope that the ceasefire will hold so that we
can build upon it' a durable peace for Cambodia,+ Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
said. -- Rernama
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