
Hawke admits TV series gave offence _:;_ ;;,IJ: 
KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. \L ’ 
Australian Prime Minister 
Bob Hawke today acknowl- 
edged that damage had been 
caused to Malaysia by the 
Australian Broadcasting 
Corporation’s Embassy fea- 
ture series. 

- 
ciated the contents of the 
speech he (Evans) made at 
the Malaysian-Australian 
Business Council dinner 
here last night. 

“1 reiterated that Austra- 
lia wants to build a basis for 
better understanding i?, the 
rdfe~, with Malaysia, he 

Senator Evans told Dr Ma- 
hathir that Australia valued 
its relationshi 
sia highly an : 

with Malay- 
that it was 

hope we can build on this 
new understanding to im- 
prove the relationship,” 
added Senator Evans. 

He said that at the meet- 
ing Dr Mahathir told him 
that he (Dr Mahathir) had 
himself been the target of 
the robust Australia Press. 

“But in this case (Embas- 
Mr Hawke made the ad- 

mission in a letter ad- 
dressed to Prime Minister 
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mo- 
hamaX It was delivered to 
Dr Mahathir by the Austra- 
lian Foreign Affairs and 
Trade Minister, Senator 
Gareth Evans, during a 50. 
minute meeting here.- 

The Australian leader 
also acknowledged that the 
damage occurred because it 
a.d not control o dissociate 
itself from the 
by not comi r/%: 

rogramme 
out and voic- 

ing its concern over it earli- 
er. 

In the three-point letter, 
Mr Hawke also explained 
his Government’s position 
on capital punishment and 
proposed an extended ex- 
change programme to en- 
able Australian opinion- 
makers to understand 
Malaysia better. 

Senator Evans told a 
Press conference that Dr 
Mahathir read the letter 
very carefullv and apnreci- 

concerned over the deterio- 
ration in ties. 

He told Dr Mahathir that 
Australia wanted to ac- 
knowledge fault where it 
was appropriate, as in the 
case of the television series. 

Replying to a 
*Yiestion* Senator Evans sai he did 

not seek any s ecific answer 
from the Pr me Minister, P 
and was confident that ties 
would improve soon. 

sy series), there was mani- 
festlv an offence and Dr Ma- 
hathir said some dis- 
sociation by the 
Government was neces- 
sary,” he said. 

Senator Evans dismissed 
a suggestion by an Austra- 
lian journalist that Austra- 
lia had given in a great deal 
to Malaysia’s demand. 

“What we have done is to 
acknowledge that things 
have hap ened 
caused of ence to a neigh- P 

that have 

bouring country with a cul- 
t_ure that & very_ different 

“For a start, there was a~ from ours,” he said. 
sueeestion in a meeting ‘.. He said all that Malaysia 

asked was for Australia to 
recognise and understand 
the senstivities and feelings 
of Malaysians. adding that it 
was not an unreasonable re- 
quest. 

ated its contents. He said 
with the Malaysian Interna- 

the meeting was conducted 
“We discussed this in a towards a better under- tional Trade and Industry 

very positive and construc- 
in a very cordial and posi- tive way without any ran- 

standing of each other in 
future.” Senator Evans said. 

Minister (Datuk Paduka Ra- 
fidah Aziz) that a senior 

tive atmosphere. tour or hate and in a way 
Dr Mahathir raised a that was forward looking. Senator Evans, who is Mr 

Australian’ Minister lead a 
major business -delegation 

number of specific aspects The Prime Minister (Dr Ma- Hawk& personal envoy to 
on the strained relationship hathir) said he hoped and meet the Prime Minister, 

to Malaysia to improve ties. 

“The Prime Minister a - 
nnrl itr: mww believed this will contribute said Dr Mahathir also appre- preciated thL!dyd I o J y 

He said he took full re- 
sponsibility for the way the 
issue was handled. 
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