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SPEECH BY THE PRI ME M NI STER
THE HONOURABLE/DATO SERI DR MAHATHI R BIN MOHANAD
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"MALAYSI A: HEART OF SOUTHEAST ASI A BOOK PRQIECT"
AT THE ARTI QUARIUM KUALA LUMPUR
ON FRI DAY, 26 JULY 1991
AT 8.30 P.M

| am pleased to be here this evening te officially
| aunch what is the first international calibre photo book on

Mal aysia, that is "Malaysia: Heart of Southeast Asia".

2. The  successful conpletion of this photo book
demostrates the contribution of the private sector in
efforts to promte the growth of Mlaysia's tourism
industry. The launching of this book is also tinmely as
Mal aysia is currently at the start of the Sixth Ml aysia
Plan, which recognises the inportance of tourismand its
role in the growth of the national econony.



3. Mlaysiais a very fortunate country as it is
generously endowed not only with rich resources but also
with a very unique and varied flora and fauna. These in
themsel ves are strong factors for the healthy growth of the
tourist industry. However, there are still many nore other
attractions which remain to be discovered. [In this context,
although tourismin Mlaysia has had a late start conpared
with some of her neighbours, | think in nmany areas Malaysia
still has her conpetitive edge. It is, therefore, incunbent
upon us to determne the manner in which this resource can
be expl oited.

4, Many visitors are discovering that Mlaysia has a |ot
to offer - fromthe bustling city life to the tranquility of
the palmfringed beaches, and to sone of the nost
spectacular sights of nature. And tourism being a
relatively young industry; we can learn fromthe |essons of
other countries how best to marry these assets to provide

the tourists with the holiday of their choice.

5. In recent years, tourismhas also proven to be a
resilient industry the world over. |t is fast becoming a
key economic priority and its contribution as a foreign
exchange earner for both the government and the private
sector is evident in the inprovement in Mlaysia' s services
account of the balance of paynents. Gross receipts from
tourismgrew by 24.5 per cent per annumduring the Fifth
Mal aysia Pl an peri od. W thout doubt, the country has



benefitted from the concerted efforts to put Ml aysia on the
international tourism map. The highly successful Visit
Mal aysi a Year 1996, and the accolades it received is the

best illustration of the public-private sector teanwork.

6. As we are all aware, the private sector also has a
vital role to play in pronoting the tourismindustry, be it
in the hospitality arena, in the provision of tour and
travel packages, or facilities and anmenities for the
visitors. It is, therefore, crucial that programres and
activities designed for the tourism industry should
conplenent and supplement the tourism pronotion efforts

undertaken by the governnent.

7. However, there is still much ground to be covered and
the Government's efforts in this area is a continuing
process. Under the Sixth Malaysia Plan, the major thrust of
the policy on tourismis the efficient devel opnent of the
sector while at the same tine enhancing the quality of life
of the local people. The policy underscores the need to
increase the participation of the local people while

maxi m si ng econom ¢ opportunities from tourism

8. One area in which Malaysia has fallen behind her
nei ghbours is in the overseas market for tourism

publications on the country. Books are an effective vehicle

for pronmoting a destination and while there are now quite a

few books on Malaysia - and | congratul ate those who have



taken the initiative to produce these publications - they

are not sufficient and are sel dom designed to pronote the

country. I ndeed sonme books give an unfair picture of
Mal aysi a.
9. | am therefore, encouraged that the publishers,

sponsors and project team have had the foresight to
recognise the need for a book which would appeal to the

i nternational market.

10. "Malaysia: Heart of Southeast Asia" is a book with a
difference. No other book can boast the works of sone of
the world's best photographers and a text witten by

wel | - known aut hors.

11. The images captured in this high quality publication

create an I nst ant aneous encount er W th Mal aysi a's
unparal leled natural wonder s, its colourful mx of
traditions and way of life. Its potent and nenorable inpact

wll serve as a magnet to draw visitors the world over to
Mal aysia.  For Malaysians, this book will provide a graphic
insight into their country's proud heritage and spectacul ar

hi dden treasures.

122 It has <cone to ny know edge that several of the
phot ographers, having had a taste of Malaysia While working
on this book, have expressed keen interest to return to do

more, particularly on Malaysian wildlife and nature. | gm



pleased at the prospect as this will lead to greater

exposure of our natural and unique attractions to the world.

13. For all these reasons, | am confident that "Malaysia:

Heart of Southeast aAsia"™ wll not only be a success in
pronoting and encouraging nore visitors to travel to
Mal aysia, but will also help stinmulate further the interest
among Mal aysians to undertake donestic excursions to

experience for thenselves the beauty of their country.

14, | would like to congratulate the publishers, sponsors
and project teamon the successful conpletion of "Mlaysia:
Heart of Southeast Asia". Their initiative and confidence

in the project is a heartening exanple for all to emulate.

15. | know | am speaking for all parties when | w sh the
publ i shers every success in the pronotions and sal es of
"Mal aysia: Eeart of Southeast Asia®, both locally and

over seas.

16. On this note, | ampleased to officially launch this

exciting publication, "Ml aysia: Heart of Southeast Asia."

HEXRK¥H*

Prime Mnister's Ofice,

Kual a Lunpur.
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