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late start compared with has a competitive edge in to marry these assets to pro- don Owen Publishing, with
some of her neighbours. many areas. vide tourists with the holi- support from the Culture,

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir “It is, therefore, incum- days of their choice,” he Arts and Tourism Ministry
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market for tourism publica-
tions on the country.

“Books are an effective
vehicle for promoting a des-
tination and while there are
now quite a few on Malay.
sia, they are not sufficient
and are seldom designed to
promote the countrv.  In-
deed some give an unfair
uicture of Malavsia.

“I am, therefore, encour-
aged that the publishers,
sponsors and project team
have had the foresight to
recognise  the need for a
book which would appeal to

the international market,”
the Prime Minister said.

He also said that in recent
years, tourism had also
proven to be a resilient in-
dustry the world over.

“It is fast becoming a key
economic priority and its
contribution as a foreign ex-
change earner for both the
Government and private
sector is evident in the im-
provement in Malaysia’s
services account of the bal-
ance of payments.

“Gross receipts from tour-
ism grew by 24.5 per cent

per annum during the Fifth
Malaysia Plan period.

“Without doubt, the coun-
try has benefited from the
concerted efforts to put Ma-
laysia on the international
tourism map.

“The highly successful
Visit Malaysia Year 1990
campaign and the accolades
received was the best illus-
tration of the public-private
sector teamwork.”

Later, asked by reporters
whether Malaysia’s rela-
tions with Australia were
back to normal following

the call on him by its For-
eign Affairs and Trade Min-
ister Senator Gareth Evans
on Tuesday, Dr Mahathir re-
plied: “We’ll wait and see
what happens.”

At that meeting Senator
Evans, here to attend the
Asean  Post-Ministerial Con-
ference, had delivered to Dr
Mahathir a letter from Aus-
tralian Prime Minister Bob
Hawke acknowledging that
damage had been caused to
Malaysia by the Australian
Broadcasting Corporation’s
Embassy television series.
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