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By KHAIDIR ABD MAJID

PRIME Minister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahathir Mohamad says the
country has benefited from the
concerted efforts by both the
private and public sectors to
put Malaysia on the interna-
tional tourism maﬂ.

He cited the highly successful
Visit Malaysia Year 1990 as the
best illustration of the public-
private sector teamwork.

Launching “Maaysia: Heart
of Southeast Asia” in Kuala
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Lumpur last night, he said gross
receipts from tourism grew by
24.5 per cent ayear during the
Fifth Malaysia Plan. .
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir reit-
erated th tvate
has avita rolein promoting the
tourism industry. It is, there-
fore, crucia that programmes
and activities designed for the
tourism industry which are un-
dertaken by the private sector
should complement and supple-
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ment efforts by the Govern-
ment, he pointed out.

He said, however, there is
still much ground to be covered
in promoting Malaysia as a
tourist destination and in this
regard, the Government’s ef-
forts will be a continuous

process. . .
Under the Sixth Malaysia
Plan, he said, the major thrust
of the tourism policy is the effi-
cient development of the sector
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while at the sametime enhanc-
ing the qudity of lIfeof thelo-
cal people.

“This policy underscores the
need to increase the participa-

tion of the local people while

mazximising economic opportu-
nities from tourism,” he said.
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir also

said more books which promote
Sia as a tourist destina-
ould be published as they
can be an effective vehicle for

Mal
tion

such purpose. . .

He described tourism publi-
cation on the country as one
areain which Malaysia has fall-
en behind its neigbbours.

While there are now quite a
number of books on Malaysia,
they are not sufficient and are
seldom designed to promote the

country, he said. “Indeed, some

books give an unfair picture of
Malaysia,” he added.

“Maaysia Heart of South-
east Asia’ boasts the works of
some of the world's best photog-
raphers while the text was writ-
ten by two well-known writers.

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir said
he is encouraged that the pub-
lishers, sponsors and the book’s
project team had the foresight
to recognise the need for a pub-
lication that appealsto the in-
ternational market.
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