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UALA LUMPUR
athir MohamAd

,July 27A’ (Ber-r;lama  ) -- Prime Minister  Datllk Seri Dr..
said today Malaysia cannot accept the kind of  press

‘.ec-lorn  practised in- Australia where the press are free to come up with ail
.ts  o f  l i e s .
1~ snid that he had c o n v e y e d  t h i s  t o  A u s t r a l i a n  F’brc?ign  M i n i s t e r  ,. -
[ator Gareth Evans who called on him while here to attend the Asean
,c?i cjn Minister-s Post Ministerial Meeting which ended on Tklesday.
n ‘A\istral j a, press f reedom stretches beyond normal freedom whereby the .

:ss was free to come  lip w i t h  a l l  s o r t s  o f  l i e s ,  h e  t o l d  r e p o r t e r s  a f t e r
t ir ing an IJmno  Suprem& Counci 1 meet i ng here.
‘n th is  respect , the Prime Minister also stat.ed that the government of
It collntry  should not perpetuate such reasoning. * i

lalaysia  i s  cf t h e o p i n i o n  that press freedom did not mean the press
i free to llndermine  o thers  hilt to  publ ish  truthful  reports ,  he  sa id .  - -
‘e
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Datuk Serb IIr Mahathir said that the Malays.ian  government was aware O f
tllc-! exi stence:  of press’ freedom there and in the country.

H~wc!ver , he: ;said that many foreigners had stated that press freedom djd
not exist in the cotlntrr-y ‘as hhey m i g h t  h a v e  read n;?wspapars  l i k e  the N e w
Sir-i) i t s ‘TiJnpjs,
f ilr: f1;1r;3lcatl,

&r-i l-a Hari ;jn 2nd IJtilsan Ma3 ay.si a and not pub1  j cat i or-6 1 ike
Watarl nncl the Rocket  . ’

+Fre(dm~~  4 f t h e  press i s  n o t  g o o d  snorlgh for- u s .  T h e  newpapers art?
cr.6qi?  'IlJt rlc?U  epi3pers  lying de7 if)erately  . . _ this-is not  freedom,+ he s a i d .

+Freerbm rn Ic?ans  r-c?1  at j ng the trath,  + he  added ’ . :
The Pl-ime  ,‘.M:inis;tet-  h a d  a l s o  stated to the Allstralian  Foreign  M i n i s t e r

that there XI so RS$ st in England newspapers that; were pro-government and
t-hose oppost?d. to the government  _

Datuk Seri ,‘Dr M a h a t h i r  h o w e v e r  ha.(j not gj ven t;e true picture of  the
r~~~ti(:~rx+i’p  bptween  the two cotlntries.  tfe had mere ly  sa id :
what happmlsl a f t e r  th.i s . + -- Rerrlama
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