NOT GOOD

PM: We cannot accept Aussie explanation

By Wong Chun Wai v

KUALA LUMPUH, Sat. —
Malaysia cannot accept
Australia’s explanation on
the kind of press freedom
practised there. Datuk Seri
Dr Mahathir Mohamad said
t o & N

The Prime Minister said he
had conveyed this to Australian
Forcign Minister Senator Gar
cth Evans during their meeting
last Tuesday

Dr Mahathir said press free
dom did not mean that the
press was free to unidermine
others.

“1 explained ito Mr Lvans)
that we are aware of the press
frecdom practised over there,”

the Prime Minister said.

“But_the press freedom in
Australia ha? stretched beyond
normal press freedom where
al kinds of lies had been crest-
ed,” he told newsmen after
chairing an. Umno supreme
council meeting.

Dr Mahathir said: “l do not
thmk the (Australian) govern-
ment need to defend this, that
isour view Whether he agrees
ornot, We do Not careg.”

In this respect, he said, the
Australian Government should
not perpetuate such reasoning.

Dr Mahathir was asked to
comment on Mr Evans'  meet-
ing with him in a move to mend
the deteriorating diplomatic
relations between the two
countries.

Mr Evans, who was here to
attend the Asean Post Ministe-
rial Conference, had aso hand-
ed to Dr Mahathir a letter con-
taining Australias wish to im-
prove ties.

Dr Mahathir said today that
Malaysia was of the view that
freedom of the press did not
include creating stories to
smear others.

“I explained that in England.
there arc aso newspapers that
support the government and
those which 0{);)05(‘," he said,
adding that the cxistence of
pro-government newspapers
did not mean that there was no
press freedom in Malaysia
_Dr Mahathir said many for-
eigners had claimed that” press

freedom did not exist in Malay-
sa

“Maybe thgy just read The
New Straits, Berita Hurian and
Utusan Maaysia and not publi-
cations like the Harakah, Wa-
tun and Rocket,” he added.

In an apparent reference to
Australia’s argument that the
country had a robust press, Dr
Mahathir said: “Freedom of the
press is not good enough. The
newspapers are free huf news
papers lying deliberately
this is not freedom "

In reply to another question,
Dr Mahathir said there was no
ecial m e in his letter to
resident Suharto delivered by
Deputy Prime Minister Abdul
Ghafar Baba yesterday.
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